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We witness a mad rush for gold, for wealth, for power
and for all that power can help us to grab. Man seeks
employment, more employment and still more employment
He makes stupendous sarifices for wealth not realising that
such sacrifices undermine his capacity to derive enjoyment
from wealth.
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Kalidasa's political ideas in
Abhijnanasakuntalam

Dr. Prasanta Kumar Sethi

Abstract - The Abhijnanasakuntalam is the best work of
the great poet Kalidasa in Indian literature. Out of three
plays of Kalidasa, Abhijnanasakuntalam is generally
regarded as the masterpiece. In the title the word
‘Abhijnana’ implies ‘a token of recognition’. It is a
drama of Seven Acts which is based on the love story of
Dushyanta and Sakuntala. Abhijnanasakuntalam is one
of the best not only in Sanskrit literature, but in the
literature of the world. Love in union and separation
are both depicted in this drama with a greater degree of
excellence. The play Abhijnanasakuntalam has been
highly praised as Kalidasa’s masterpiece. Each Act of
Abhijnanasakuntalam reflects various political values
which are more beneficial to human society. So this
paper will focus on some political values are reflected
in Abhijnanasakuntalam

Key words- Political, Kalidasa, Abhijnanasakuntalam,
Drama, values, Sages etc.

In the first act of this drama Kalidash has
described that how a king should protect innocent but
not to attack on them. When king is going to kill a deer,
He is stopped from killing by some sages and they have
told him the weapon of the king should be used to
protect the distressed and not to strike at the innocent.
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This arrow is indeed not to be planted on the
tender body of the stag - not to be planted indeed — like
tire on the heap of cotton. Where is the extremely frail
life of fawns and where is your sharp falling shaft,
strong as the thunderbolt? So withdraw immediately
the shaft that has been aimed. Your weapon is for the
protection of the distressed and not to strike at the
innocent.

Generally the sages in ancient India, there the
sixth part of the merit earned from their penance goes
to the king as payment of tax. When Vidusaka has told
the king, let the hermits brings us the sixth part of the
wild rice, then king Dusyanta replied him saying that
o fool, quite a different kind of tribute these ascetics
pay wh1ch is prized even above heaps of jewels. In
verse 13" of second act it is -

Tgfefal auht o et e

dq: ST qEANITH € : 1%
Means, the yield that accrues to kings from the castes is
perishable. But the foresters give us the sixth part of
their penance which is indeed imperishable.

In the second act of the drama Kalidas has
compared king Dusyanta with a sage. When two young
sages have come to meet the king dusyanta, looking at
him one of them is telling he is not much differing from
the Rishis. He reflects everything of a king with what a
sage does. - e

W W‘Hﬂ SERIERN
I%TI?JF'H?JHT‘:I T gt
Y 71 Tl AR |
QU FT=g] GRS 9g: Fad Terga

He too has taken up residence in an Ashram in
which all can resort, by protecting his subjects. He also
daily accumulates merit, and of him too, who has
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subdued all his passions, the holy titled of Muni only
preceded by the word Royal being praised by couples
of birds often rises to heaven.

This is the duty of a king to enquire whether the
performers of rights are protected or not in his
kingdom. In first act, When Sakuntala and Anasuya
have seen the king and try to know him, then King
Dusyanta is telling , I am the person, who has been
engaged in the department of Religion by the king
descended from Puru have come to this penance forest
to know if rites are without obstruction.

q: WUT =T ‘J‘S:[T[‘JEFR T;I'ﬂ?ﬁ HEMHa RIS

THNOAREHE: |
this is one of the good conduct of a king that he does
not neglect his duty even if he is disturbed in his
personal duties rather he attends his duty. In 6™ act
When he is informed by Kanchuki to move the pleasure
garden and occupy the seats of amusement, then king
Dusyanta has given order to his minister that i am not
thinking of occupying the seat of judgement today. So
whatever public business has been attended to by your
honour, let the same be sent to my chamber after being
committed to writing.

HTQEIT‘JF?I W WWI

TSI GIEREHE T NI diFanid | ©

The performance of duty should not be delayed
by a king. So Kingship does not give chance of take rest
to a king and taking all the burdens how a king always
attends his duty for his people that Kanchuki has been
said in 5™ act.

W HETA T TIGE TEe: S|

FY: FATERIERIN; TSRIgRY T T§: 117

The sun has his courses yoked once for all. The
wind blows day and night. Shesa constantly bears the
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burden of the earth. And this is the duty of him that
collects the one sixth of the land. And also
OSAT: UST: ST 33 ?‘l'_aﬂqa'[

oSN N

IGEEGRICSEEREIER:

Enjoying solitude with a wearied soul, after
having governed his subjects as if they were his
children, like an elephant-lord reposing in a cool place
being heated by the sun after having led his herds
during day times.

Again in fifth act kalidasa has described how do
a king suffers to protect his people. Here a sage
comparing to king with a tree and is telling

[N o \\\\

Ej\—{EE N o r\\‘\
WWWEWI

31':[*431?[ el ‘Tl?;cr{?ﬁagw
TRl aferd e S
Regardless of personal comfort you daily toil for
the people or such is indeed your daily course. For the
tree suffers burning heat with its head by its shade it
allays the pain of those resorting to it.

References:
Abhijnanasakuntalam 1.10
Abhijnanasakuntalam 1.11
Abhijnanasakuntalam 2.13
Abhijnanasakuntalam 2.14
Abhijnanasakuntalam 1
Abhijnanasakuntalam 6
Abhijnanasakuntalam 5.4
Abhijnanasakuntalam 5.5
Abhijnanasakuntalam 5.7

VRN T W=

64



anae: Vol. XXIV ISSN 2320-2025

Bibliography

¢ Basu, Dr. Anil Chandra, Abhijnanashakuntalam,
Sanskrita Book Depot, 2012, Kolkata.

¢ Devadhar, C.R., Abhijnanasakuntalam of Kalidasa,
Motilal Banarsidass Publishers Pvt. Ltd., 1934, Delhi.

e Kale, M.R., The Abhijnanasakuntalam of Kalidash,
Motilal Banarasidass Publishers pvt. Ltd., 2017, Delhi.

® Malviya, = Sudhakar, = Abhijnanasakuntalam  of
Kalidasa, : Krishnadas Academy, Varanasi.

e Sengupta, S. and Tandon, D.  Revisiting
Abhijnanasakuntalam: Love, Lineage and Language
in Kalidasa’s Nataka, Orient Blackswan, 2011, New
Delhi.

e Sastri, Gouri Nath, Abhijnanasakuntalam of Kalidasa,
Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi.

¢ Satapathy, Harekrushna, Abhijnanasakuntalam, Kitab
Mabhal, 2007, Cuttack, Odisha.

O 0 °
00 00 O

65



e Vol. XXIV ISSN 2320-2025

Mahidhara The Author of Yogavasisthasara and
its Auto-commentary YogavasSisthasaravivrti

Tapas Pal

Abstract:

The Yogavasisthasara or Jfianasara is through
out a philosophical work. Mainly the vedantic concepts
of a radically monistic type, resembling the vedantic
doctrines as interpreted by Samkara, are expounded
here in the form of popular lectures to Rama by
Vasisthain melodious anustubh verses. It consists 228
verses in ten Prakaranas. It is a Sara text by Mahidhara.
It is a summary of Yogavasistharamayana.

Earlier it is not clear that the author Mahidhara
and the commentator Mahidhara is identical. The
Catalogus Catalogorum (CC) of Theodor Aufrecht,
Bamla Viswakosa (the Bengali encyclopedia) edited by
Nagendranath Basu, The New Catalogus Catalogorum
(NCC) and the manuscripts consulted by the researcher
records about Mahidharas as the author of the
commentary Yogavasisthasaravivriti. The Mahidhara is
identical with the author of the commentary Vedadipa
on Sukla-yajurveda. R Thangaswami’s record in the
Advaita-Vedanta Literature: A Bibliographical Survey,
establishes beyond doubt the authorship of Mahidhara
of the both the text and the commentary. The present
article is an humble attempt to prove the authorship of
Mahidhara.

Key words:

Yogavasisthasara, Yogavasisthasaravivriti,
Vedadipa, Mahidhara, The Catalogus Catalogorum
(CC), The New Catalogus Catalogorum (NCC)
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Introduction:

Yogavasisthasara or Jianasara is a Sara text by
Mahidhara. It is a summary of Yogavasistha. The
Yogavasistha is through out a philosophical work, in
form of popular lectures, and the same idea is often
repeated in various kinds of expression and poetic
imagery. It consists of 32000 verses in six books or
Prakaranas, namely Vairagya-Prakarana, Mumuksu-
vyavahara-Prakarana, Utpatti-Prakarana, Sthiti-
Prakarana, = UpaSama-Prakarana and  Nirvana-
Prakarana. It is known also as Arsaramayana,
Jiianavasistha, Maharamayana, Vasistharamayna or
Vasistha.

The Yogavasistha was summarized in verses by
some authors. The titles of some of the summaries are
namely, Brhadyogavasistha, Laghuyogavasistha,
Yogavasistha-§lokah and Yogavasisthasamksepa by
Gauda  Abhinanda of the 9th cent. CE,
Yogavasisthasara-samgraha and Vasisthasara or
Vasisthasara-gudhartha by Ramananda-tirtha, a
desciple of Advaitananda, Yogavasisthasara or
Jiianasara by Mahidhara.

The Text Yogavasisthasara :

The Yogavasisthasara or Jianasara is through
out a philosophical work. Mainly the vedantic concepts
of a radically monistic type, resembling the vedantic
doctrines as interpreted by Samkara, are expounded
here in the form of popular lectures to Rama by
Vasisthain melodious anustubh verses. It consists 228
verses in ten Prakaranas which are Vairagya-Prakarana,
Jagnmithyatva-Prakarana, Tattvajfiana-Prakarana,
Manolaya-Prakarana, Vasanopasama-Prakarana,
Atmamanana-prakarana, Sﬁddhinirﬁpana—Prakarana,
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Atmarcana-Prakarana, Atmanirapana-Prakarana,
Stinyastinyapada-Prakarana.

As the text itself says, it is intended neither for
those ignorant persons (ayfianins) who keep attached in
the sea of samsara without being indifferent to worldly
things, nor for those higher spiritual persons who have
reached a state of wisdom. So the discoursive advices
are for those who have become in different to worldly
things and crave for spirituality in their daily life.

2 TG Forh: TG IR Feie: |

AIHI Al dogt: QISRASBEISRRET |l

Manuscripts consulted:

For the purpose of the present work the present
researcher consulted fifteen manuscripts (mss). Among
them only ten mss. contain both the text and the
commentary. One of them, is the ms. in the holding of
Bankura Christian College, District-Bankura; Ms. no.
124, Bundle no. 35. The two mss. are in the holding of
Asiatic Society, Kolkata, both belonging to the Indian
Museum collection, mss. nos. IM 10904, IM 10606. One
ms. is in the Prajia Pathasala Mandala, WAI, Dist-
Satara, Maharastra, no. 8-6/455; another ms. is in the
Anandashram Sansthan, Pune, bearing the no. S 12(1)-
6-51; one ms. is in the Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute, Pune, bearing the no. 74/1882-83; the other
two mss. are in the Vaidika Samshodhana Mandala,
Pune, among them one is belongs to the Pandharpure
collection, bearing the no. 5565 and one is belonging to
the Kelakar collection bearing the no. 4056; the other
two mss. are in the Bharat Itihasa Samshodhaka
Mandala, Pune, among them one is belonging to the
Thite collection bearing the no. 1031 and one is
belonging to the Chandorkar collection, bearing the no.
220.
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Another five mss. do not contain the
commentary, these are contain text part only. Among
them one in the holding of the Asiatic Society, Kolkata,
no. IM 10610; the other one belonging to the Sanskrit
Sahitya Parishat, Kolkata, no. 9121, another one
belonging to the  Anandashram Sansthan, Pune,
bearing the no. S 12(1)-6-53, another one in the
Pandharpure collection of Vaidika Samshodhana
Mandala, Pune, no. 5562 and one belonging to the
Patvardhan  collection of the Bharat Itihasa
Samshodhaka Mandala, Pune, no. 260.

These above mentioned ten mss, which contain
the text and commentary both, record Mahidhara as the
author of the commentary on the Yogavasisthasara
entitled Yogavasisthasaravivriti or Yogavasisthasara-
vivarana. In the colophon of these mss record as
follows—"3d AR TATRISERIGENU HErREd RS JH

TR T

One of the most important point to note the ms.
of Sanskrit Sahitya Parishat is the following verse,
which is not available in any other mss, contain only
text portion of Yogavasisthasara. The verse is actually
the benedictory verse of the commentary
Yogavasisthasaravivriti. The ms, although without the
commentary, is having this verse in the beginning of
the text of Yogavasisthasara.

SRHRIwl THER FHf faferd |

RTSHAR: TU9EHad 7T |l
This is important because this verse records Mahidhara
as the author of the verse and also of the commentary
(vivriti). Other wise all the mss. at hand reveal and
record the name of Mahidhara as the author of the
commentary.
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Mahidhara:

It is well known that Mahidhara is one of the
greatest Commentators of Suklayajurvedasamhita. He
was the elder brother of Uvata. He was existing in the
second part of 16" cent. CE. He composed the
Yogavasisthasara and its auto-commentary
Yogavasisthasaravivriti in 1598. The Catalogus
Catalogorum, New Catalogus Catalogorum and
Advaita Vedant Literature. A Bibliographical Survey
declared that Mahidhara is the author of
Commentatary ~ of  Suklayajurvedasamhita  and
Yogavasisthasara and its auto-commentary
Yogavasisthasaravivriti.

Catalogus Catalogorum records about five
Mahidharas

Mahidhra, son of Ramadasa, Father of Kalyana
(a. of Balatantra1587)

Mahidhara Misra, Father of Sushenakaviraja (a.
of Kalapacandra).

Mahidhara, Sanskrit Poet

Mahidhara, Author of Brhajjatakavivarana.

Mahidhara, son of Ramabhakta, Grandson of
Ratnakara, Pupil of Ratnesvara (a son of kesava), lived
at Benares, Author of Adbhutaviveka,
Isavasyopanishadbhashya, Ekaksharakosa, Katyayana--
grihyastitrabhashya, Katyayanasulbasttrabhashya,
Nrisinhapatala, Purushastiktatika, Mantramahodadhi
and its Nauka, written in 1589, Matrikaksharanighantu
or Matrikanighantu, Yogavasisthasaravivriti, Ramagita-
tika, = Rudrajapabhashya,  Vishnubhaktikalpalata-
prakasa,  written in 1597, Vedadipa on
Vajasaneyisamhita, Shadangarudrabhashya,
Sarasvataprakriyatika, Sautramaniviniyogasttrartha.

The Visvakosa records the same as recorded in
the Catalogus Catalogorum.
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New Catalogus Catalogorum records about
eleven Mahidhara-

Mahidhara, father of Kulacandra (a of cc.
Durgavakyaprabodha on c¢. of Durgasimha on
Katantra.)

Mahidhara, (Vyasa) father of Ganapati vyasa (a
of. Yogasamuccaya).

Mahidhara, father of Jivanarama Sastri (a of
Rajakotavilasa). Mahidhra, (different authors), tikain
Advaitamakaranda of Puarnananda, Vivarana on
Anadidipa of Anadideva, Asvamedhahuti,
Kathakalpalata Kavya, Kujapratistha, Bhasya on
Gayatrisvartipa from Chandogyopanisad, Commentary
on Nastajataka(26th Ch. of Brhajjataka), Nitya-
pijakarma, vivarana and Brhajjataka of Varahamihira,
Brhaspatipratistha, Mantrakos$a. Tantra, Mrtyufijaya-
paddhatimantra. Part of  Mantramahodadhi,
Meghamala, Yoginikalpamantra, Rahupratistha, on
Lilavati of Bhaskaracarya, Varnako$a, Commentary on
vasistha Ramayana (a compendium of a unknown a.),
Sanipratisthé, Sukrapratisthé, Bhasyaon Siva-
sankalpastikta Bhasya on Samastvadhyaya,
Sundariptijanavidhi, Suryapratima-pratistha, Svarna-
karsanavidhana, Hanumanmantrakathana. Mahidhra,
disciple of Nrsimhasrama. Commentary Vakya-
sangraha on Bhasya on Brahmastitra. Mahidhra,
disciple of Srikantha Bhaktilata. Kavya. Mahidhara,
alias Mahidasa, son of Ramabhakta, grandson of
Ratnakara, disciple of Ratnesvara, son of Kesava, lived
at Benares ; father of Kalyana (a. of Balatantra or
Balacikitsa,), author of Adbhutaviveka, Commentary
Vedadipa on I$avasyopanisad, Ekaksarakosa. cf.
Matrkanighantu, Commentary on Aitareyaranyaka,
Commentary on  Grhyastitra of Katyayana,
Commentary on caranavytha (attributed to Saunaka).
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composed at Benares in 1557 or 1607 CE,
Nrsimhapatala. Vaisnavatantra, Commentary on
Purusasiikta. Sukla Yajurveda, Mantramahodadhi,
Commentary Naukaon his own work Mantra-
mahodadhi, Matrakaksaranighantu or Matrkanighantu,
Commentary Vedadipa on Yajurvedasamhita.(Sukla),
Commentary Vivrti on Yogavasisthasara, Commentary
on Ramagita, Commentary on Rudrajapa, Commentary
Prakasa on Visnubhaktikalpalata of Purusottama,
Bhasya on Vedamantra, Yajurveda,Vedadipamanohara
on Sataruriyahoma (16th Ch.). Cf. C. Vedadipa on
Vajasaneyasamhita, =~ Commentary  Vivarana on
Sulbasatra  of  katyayana, = Commentary  on
Sadangarudra. Commentary on Sarasvataprakriya,
Sautramaniviniyogasutrartha. Mahidhara Misra, father
of  susenakaviraja (author of Commentary.
Kalapacandra or Katantrachandra on Commentary of
Trilocana on Commentary of Durgasimha on Katantra.)
Mahidhara Misra, Mahidharasamhita. Mahidhara-
laksmipati, one o the a.s. of the Nrsimhasarvakavya, a
work in honour of Nrsimhasramayati of Benares.
Mahidharacarya, son of Vitthalacarya and Preceptor of
Srinivasa (author of Commentary Prameyamanimalaon
Bharatatatparyanirnaya of Anandatirtha.) .

R. Thangaswami in his Advaita Vedant
Literature A B1b11ograph1ca1 Survey records that
TR t FeAUNEE U e
st a'r{rmﬁ\anﬁ %ﬁaawa HeMEIGfR:  HEM:1598
CE®S amarnsrwmv@wm S0 B E R G A B S |
WWWWW(ABORI Vol.
XXI p.248) afotem)

TSI, \‘Hsﬂdﬁhqull-ll AR (IV 19) 3 %Tqﬁl s
AT HEMGHATTY ddd | W J Hoseehi: HER 3fd = fafeen)

W ST RGTTA TG T qofad FEl
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Conclusion:

Earlier it was not clear that Mahidhara was the
author of the text. The manuscripts at hand, the
Catalogus  Catalogorum, the New Catalogus
Catalogorum, Visvakosa records that Mahidhara was
the author of YogavaSisthasaravivriti. Only R.
Thangaswami’s work removes the doubt about the
authorship of the text.

Again, there is no doubt that Mahidhara
recorded by Catalogus Catalogorum, New Catalogus
Catalogorum and the Advaita Vedanta Literature : A
Bibliographical Survey is the same person. It is
interesting that a commentator of Vedic, specially
Yajurvedic texts composed a text of AdvaitaVedanta of
such depth along with preparing an autocommentary
on the same. Even if it might be a matter of coincidence
that the Vajasaneyisamhita or the Suklayajurveda being

a ‘’karmaveda’ in nature and content ends with its last,
i.e. the 40™ chapter Iéopanisad, a peak of ‘jianakanda’ ;
and Mahidhara the commentator of the same vedic
samhita elucidates the vedantic thoughts contained in
the philosophical text of Yogavasisthasara being the
author of the text as well. Surely it makes us recollect
the famous teaching of the Bhagavadgita- all action
finally culminates in knowledge-

WWWQWWI
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PaniniyasSiksa: A Sanskrit Phonetic Reference
Manual

Dr. Anirban Dash

Introduction:

The word ‘Veda* means wisdom. It is
considered as the earliest sacred scripture of India. The
six auxiliary sciences were developed for the
preservation of the Vedas known as Vedangas i.e. 1.
Siksa (the science of articulation and pronunciation), 2.
kalpa (text related to prescribing rituals and giving
rules for sacrificial acts), 3. vyakarana (the science of
grammar), 4. nirukta (the science of etymological
interpretation of words), 5. Chandas (the science of
metre) 6. jyotisa (the science of astronomy). The term
‘anga’ in ‘vedanga’ may even be taken to mean limb.
Therefore, the chandas is considered as feet, kalpa as
hands, jyotisa as eyes, nirukta as ears, $iksa as nose and
vyakarana as the mouth of the Vedas 3 Tt is for this
reason that one studying the Veda with all its limbs
attains the highest position in the realm of Brahma.
Each of these vedangas has its own special importance
in comprehending and facilitating the Vedic studies.

42 Vedic period from the 1500 to 1000 BCE (According to Max Miiller) (Max

Miiller) 1500 -1000

chandah padau tu vedasya hastau kalpo’tha pathyate /
jyotisamayanam caksur niruktam $rotramucyate //

$iksa ghranam tu vedasya mukham vyakaranam smrtam /
tasmat sangamadhityaiva brahmaloke mahiyate/ /
Paniniya-éiksa 41-42

143

91



e Vol. XXIV ISSN 2320-2025

Specimen as follows:

Jyotisa as its eyes
—————\e $iksa as its nose
= Vyakarana as its mouth

nirukta as its ears

Kalpa as its hands

Chandas is considered as feet

The earliest reference with regard to the number of the
Vedangas occurs in  sadvim$a-brahmana  of
Samaveda'*!. A passage quoted in the Mahabhasya
under the name of ‘4gama’is a clear confirmation about
the existence of vedanga at that time. The meaning of
that passage is: “A brahmin should (learn to) recite
(and) should understand the Veda along with its
auxiliary sciences without expecting any reward” '*.

To justify the requisite of this conference, I
would like to present you the Paniniyasiksa: A Sanskrit
Phonetic  Reference @ Manual, for the better
understanding of the ancient Sanskrit phonetic
structures. I will begin by explaining the purpose of
the Siksa text before going into a more detailed analysis
of the various aspects of it. I will conclude by
introducing some of the most important phonetic

% Winternitz,vol. I, p-191
145 agamah khalvapi / brahmanena niskarano dharmah sadango
vedo’dhyeyo jiieyasca iti / pradhanam ca satsvangesu vyakaranam
/ pradhane ca krto yatnah phalavabhavati — Paspasahnika, p.7
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techniques used in Vedic and as well as in the classical
Sanskrit.

Treatise on “phonetics” generally divided into
two types i.e. Siksa and pratis$akhya. Both deal with
Vedic and their recitation rather than Sanskrit or Vedic
language as such. This makes phonetic manual very
special in some sense. The observations contained in
the phonetic manuals are of non-generalized, highly
specific nature, and thus they provide a microscopically
detailed picture of the sounds of Sanskrit as used in
specific oral scriptural traditions. They contain a highly
developed set of analytic tools and terminology which
has won the admiration of Western linguistics and
Sanskritits ever since the discovery of Sanskrit by the
West (cf. Whitney 1866; Allen 1953:3ff.)

The ancient great seers have laid down specific
instructions for the Vedic recitations. It is
recommended that; the teacher should face to east or
north or north-eastwards and recite the text. It would
be proper for the disciple to listen to the recital and
learn it thoroughly. The science that deals with this
branch of teaching is called $iksa. Sayanacarya defines
the meaning of the word $iksa in Rk-bhasyabhtimika as
follows: “where the manner of the pronunciation of
accents and alphabets are learnt and taught is called
siksa.”'*

The term $iksa is derived from the root ‘Siks’
means desire to be able to learn. Therefore, the
knowledge of siksz was preliminary to study the
Vedas. Authentic recitation of the Vedic texts is
depended upon its proper pronunciation'*’. This point
is made clear in the Rg-Veda ie. “yadesam anyo

“*syaravarnah uccarana-prakaro yatra siksyate upadisyate sa siksa
¥ vaca uccarane vidhim pa. Si V.Ed. V.2
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anyasya vacam S$aktasyeva vadati $iksamanah”.'*®
Here, the word ‘Saktasya” = ‘Saktimatah $iksakasya’,
refers to the teacher who possessed ability to teach the
science of §iksa, according to which he was uttering and
pronouncing the Vedic texts which his pupils were
reciting from his (teacher’s) lips (anuvadati). The
traditional title for phonetics ‘Siksa” appears for the first
time in the Taittiriya Upanisad'®, which gives a bare
enumeration of six elements i.e. 1. varna (alplabet), 2.
svara (accent), 3. matra (quantity), 4. bala (organs of
pronunciation) 5. sama (delivery) and 6. santana
(euphonic laws).

At least seventy-two Siksa treaties are available
to us. The Paniniyasiksa, one of these texts, is
comprised of 60 verses. Compilation of this text is
ascribed to Pingala, the younger brother of Panini (4™
BCE). The name of Panini is mentioned once in the
beginning and couple of times at the end of text'".
Paniniyasiksa begins with the statement of Panini as
follows: “I shall give out the Siksa according to the
views of Panini and one should learn it with reference
to the popular and the Vedic languages”. Introducing
the purpose of the §iksa, the text further mentions that,
though the words and their meaning are well known,
yet these are not within the knowledge of persons (who
are) intellectually deficient, hence I shall dwell once
more on the rules regarding the pronunciation of the
words™'. Compositions of this text are very modern as

%8 Rg-veda Vii.103.5

149 giksam vyakhyasyamah / varnah svarah / matra balam / sama
santanah / ityuktah siksadhyahah 1.2

150 atha $iksam pravaksyami paniniyam matam yatha /
§astranuptirvam tad vidyad yathoktam lokavedayoh // Paniniya-
giksa -1

! va‘punar vyaktikarisami ca uccarane vidhim’
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compared to those in Saunaka-pratiéakhya. A small
version of it consisting of 22 verses occurs in Agni-
purana. It does not mention even the name of Panini.
The text is much later than pratiSakhya but quite
comprehensive and has, therefore influenced other
Siksa texts. Two recensions of this text relating to the
Rg-Veda and Yajur Veda are available to us. Several
other $iksa texts have borrowed heavily from
Paniniyasiksa. Some of them deal with the topics that
are not found in the pratisakhya.

Various phonetic aspects of the Paniniyasiksa:
Duration of the speech-sounds:

Ancient grammarians have exhibited illustration
in respect of prosodial length i.e. time required for the
articulation of the vowel and consonant syllables. The
time required to utter the short vowel is considered as
one unit (eka-matrika) the long vowel is two units (dvi-
matrika), prolonged vowel is three units (tri-matrika),
and the consonant is uttered by a half unit (ardha-
matrika). The word ‘matra’ (duration) indicates here to
estimate the articulating time in units as (harsva) short,
(dirgha) long, and (pluta) prolonged. The prolonged
measure occurs in Vedic Sanskrit but very rarely in
classical Sanskrit. The Paniniyasiksa mentions a very
beautiful example of birds and animals to elaborate this
prosodial length as follows:

casas tu vadate matram dvimatram caiva vayasah /

§ikhi rauti trimatram tu nakulas tvardhamatrakam / /'
The casa (the bird blue-jay i.e. nilakantha) gives out one
matra and the crow two matras, the peacock three
matras and the mongoose only half matra.

192 Paniniya-siksa -49
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blue-jay bird crow peacock mangoose

casa vayasa $ikhi nakula

The distinctive estimation of articulating time in all
(three) i.e. ‘short’ ‘long” and ‘prolonged” forms of prosodial
length are found in sound of a cock (kukkuta) i.e. ku ki ku3.
It is quite clearly communicated by Panini in his
Astadhyay1."

Methods of speech production:

The Vedic tradition says that ‘agni” assumes the
form of speech. We have this famous quotation from
the Aitareyaranyaka i.e. agnirvagbhiitva mukham

' fikalo’jjhrasvadirghaplutah P. 1.2. 27
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pravisat™ i.e. Fire transforming into speech enters in

the mouth. The Paniniyasiksa explains the methods of
speech production as follows:

Atma with Buddhi perceives things and sets the
mind to an intention of speaking. Then the mind gives
impetus to the fire within the body, and latter drives
the breath out. The breath circulating within the lungs
creates the soft tone; this is connected with morning
offering (pratah-savanah'”) and rest in the
Gayatri metre, (the same breath) in the throat
(produces) the middle tone and relates to the midday
offering (madhyandina-savana) as follows the 7risfubh
metre; and (the same breath) in the roof of the mouth
relates to the evening offering (tartiya-savana) and
follows the Jagat7 metre'™. The breath which is thus
sent upwards and is checked by the roof of the mouth
attains to the mouth and produces speech sounds
(varnas), which have a fivefold classification according
to their pitch, quantity, place of articulation, and the
internal & external efforts'”. So, said those who were
versed in pronouncing speech-sounds, learn this
carefully.

Technique of the Pronunciation:

'™ aitreyaranyaka 2.4.2
' atha mandram tapati tasmat mandraya vaci pratah-savane $amset /
Aitareya Brahmana XIV.6
'*°atma buddhya samarthya’rthan mano yunkte vivaksaya /
manah kaya’gnimahanti sa prerayati marutam //
marutas tdrasi caran mandram janayati svaram /
pratassavanayogam tam chando gayatramasritam //
kanthe madhyandinayugam madhyamam traistubha’nugam /
taram tartiyasavanam $irsanyam jagata' nugam //
sodirno mirdhnyabhihato vaktramapadya marutah /
varnafi janayate tesam vibhagah paficadha smrtah // Paniniya-$iksa
6-8
' yatno dvidha / abhyantaro bahyasca /
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One must be verv careful in pronouncing the
svllables. The Vedic svllables must be pronounced with
claritv. The character of their sound should not be
distorted even in a slightest bit. But. no force must be
used in vocalising the svllables. There should be no
damage done - no erosion of the sound - and no
violence should be suggested in the pronunciation.
How does a tigress carrv its cubs? Tieresses'™ and cats
carrv their voung ones bv holding them firmlv with
their teeth. vet in doing so thev do not cause anv hurt to
the little ones. The Vedic hvmns must be chanted in the
same wav, the syllables enunciated gently and yet
distinctlv.

Specimens as follows:

T,

Tigress is holding a cub Cat is holding a cub

Alphabet (Varna) of Vedic (Prakrit ) & Classical Sanskrit

198 yyaghri yatha haretpuran damstrabhyam na ca pidayet /
bhita patanabhedabhyam tadvad varnan prayojayet // Paniniya-
Siksa - 25
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The speech-sounds in Prakrit and Sanskrit are
sixty-three and sixty-four respectively, according to
their origin; it has been said by Brahma"” (Svayambhii)
himself. Vowels are twenty-one, stops twenty-five, the
group beginning with ya (semivowels, sibilants and h)
are eight and yamas four; anusvara, visarga,
jihvamiliya and upadhmaniya are dependent on others
and the pluta 13 & duhsprsta(®s) ie ‘touched with
difficulty’. pratiéakhyas did not recognize this sound.
But Paniniyasiksa being meant for all the Vedas had to
notice this. Weber was inclined to understand
duhsprsta as a nasal sound.

Svara (vowels): 21'%°

hrasva (Short) dirgha (long) pluta (prolonged)
1.a 2.4 3.a3
4.1 5.1 6. 13
7.1 8.1 9.u3
10. 11.7 12.13
13.1 - -
14. e 15. e3
16. ai 17. ai3
18. 0 19.03
20. au 21. au3

sparéa (stops) : 25
The effort when the organ touched by the tongue
belongs to the five classes of consonants sparsa.

ka series 22. ka 23. kha 24.ga 25. gha 26.na

ca series 27.ca 28. cha 29.ja 30. jha 31.fa

159 trisastis catusstir va varnah $ambhumate matah /

prakrte samsrte ca’pi svayam proktah svayambhuva // Paniniya-
$iksa - 3
svara vimsatireka$ ca sparéanam paficavims$atih /
yadaya$ ca smrta hyastau catvara$ ca yamah smrtah // Paniniya-
$iksa - 4
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ta series 32.ta 33. tha 34. da 35. dha 36. na
ta series 37. ta 38. tha 39.da 40. dha 41.na
pa series 42. pa 43. pha 44.ba 45. bha 46. ma

Semivowels and sibilants: 8

47.ya' 48.va 49.ra 50. la
51. ¢a 52. sa 53. sa 54. ha
Yama'®?: 4
55. kka 56. khkha 57. gga 58. ghgha

Anusvara, visarga'® etc. 4

59. anusvara 60. visarga 61. jihvamiliya 62. updhmaniya

duhsprstam: 1

63.1% (AR ied™, (agnimile purohitam) ST 1.1.1

Prolonged]:1

64. 13 (disputed)

Total number of speech sounds is 64. According to
some experts if we do not count ‘13" then the speech
sounds will be 63 in number.

Place of articulation:

The places of articulations of the speech-sounds
are different in numbers in various $iksa texts. In the
Paniniyasiksa the speech sounds have eight places of
articulations i.e. chest, throat, roof of the mouth, root of
the tongue, dental, nostril, lips and palate. The Rk-
pratisakhya and Taittiriya-pratisakhya do not recognize

1ol yadaya$ ca smrta hyastau

162 catvaras ca yamah smrtah

19 anusvaro visargaéca ka pau capi parasritau /

164 duhsprstas ceti vijfieyo lkarah pluta eva ca // Paniniya-$iksa - 5
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any pure dental sounds. They place most of the dental
sounds at the root of the teeth. Carayaniya-Siksa
admits ‘dantamala’ (root of the teeth)'® as an

additional place of articulation.

Speech sounds Place of articulation'*
a, ha Throat (kantha)
i, ca, cha, ja, jha, fa, $a Palatals (talavya)
u, pa, pha, baa, bha, ma Labials (ostha)
1, ta, tha, da, dha, na sa Cerebrals (mtrdhanya)
1, ta, tha, da, dha, na, sa Dentals (dantya)
ka, kha, ga, gha, na Root of the tongue (jihvamdiila)
va Dental-Labial (dantya + ostha)
e, ai Throat-palatal (kanthya + talavya)
0, au Throat-labial (kanthya + ostha)
anusvara, yamas Nostril (nasika)'®’

Specimen as follows:

165 Jasa sthanani varpanam kirtayanti manisinah / yatah pravrttir

varnanam tani me gadatah $rnu // urah kantha Siras talu

danta osthau tu nasika / jihvamalam tu srkva$ ca dantamiilas

tathaiva / Caraniya- $iksa 1.4-5
166 astau sthanani varnanamurah kanthah $iras tatha /

jihvamilam ca dantas ca nasikausthau ca talu ca / Paniniya-$iksa 13

167
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Some P~#~~+~~~ ~~ the production of speech-sounds:
. e, 0,aiand au

The throat element of the sound ‘e’ and ‘0’ is half
a matra'® and of ‘ai’ and ‘au’ is one matra; these two
syllables (‘ai” and ‘au’) are open and close sounds. The
tirst half (the syllable ‘a’) of these sounds is open and
second half (the syllable ‘i” and ‘u’) element is close. We
have the quantitative distribution of the two elements
of the speech-sounds of e, 0 and ai and au as follows:
e —{a +i} ‘a’ is half( ¥4) matra + ‘i’ is half ( 2) matra
o - {a+ u} ‘a’ is half( %2) matra + “u’ is half ( %2) matra
ai-{a+1i}‘a’is one matra + ‘i’ is one matra
au-{a+u}‘a’is one matra + ‘i’ is one matra
. ha

It is well-known fact that the place of the
articulation of the consonant ‘ha’ is throat i.e. kantha.
But, when the syllable ‘ha” combined with nasal stops
(n, fi, n, m, n) and the semivowels (y, v, r, 1), the ‘ha’
should be known (as arising) from the chest, while ‘ha’
not so combined is said to be from the throat.
Specimen as follows:

Specimens:
ha with Throat ha ha with chest ha
hasta && aparahna MG
hata &d dhnika  oTfe®
hakara &R brahma ER
hasya && hvalayati &afd

1% ardhamatra tu kanthasya aikaraukarayor bhavet /
ekaraukarayor matra tayor vivrtasamvrtam // Paniniya-$iksa - 19
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Accents:

The Accents (svaras) have such an intrinsic
connection in the structure of the Vedic words and the
Vedic language, that no word is considered complete
by itself unless it is expressed in the measures of the
accents. The inestimable and intrinsic importance of the
accents in the Vedic language can be realized when we
note that an independent and exclusive sciences of
‘siksa’ as a section of Vedic learning had been evolved
to impart correct knowledge and instructions in the
technique of accents and intonation of the Vedic
mantras. The science of Vedic studies has actually laid
down the following as the rules: A mantra'® uttered
which is either with a defective accent or a particular
phoneme does not convey the intended meaning. Being
a thunderbolt in the form of a word, it destroys the
yajamana, like a boomerang such as the word
indrasatru, on the account of an error in accent.

When a mantra is deficient in a syllable it tends
to diminish life, and when it is lacking in proper accent
it makes the reciter troubled with illness, and the
syllable wrongly treated will strike one at the head as a
thunderbolt'”’. Phonetics and grammar must be studied
so that we may not use defective words. There are
three kinds of accents i.e. udatta, anudatta and svarita-
meaning acute, grave and normal accents respectively.
Panini has formulated three saitras'”' to communicate
these minute aspects of the vowel pronunciations. The
index finger should be known as udatta, the middle

'’ mantro hinah svarato varnato va mithyaprayukto na tamarthamaha
sa vagvajro yajamanam hinasti yathendrasatruh svarato’paradhat //
Paniniya-éiksa - 52

170 avaksaram hyanayusyam visvaram vyadhipiditam /
aksata’sastrarfipena vajram patati mastake // Paniniya-$iksa - 53

71 P.1.2.29,30 and 31
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tinger as pracaya, the little finger as nihata and the ring
finger as svarita. The place of anudatta is to be known
in the heart, udatta at the root of the ear and the
pracaya in the entire mouth. The top of the thumb
when held at the root of the index finger indicates the
udatta tone, and held at the middle of ring finger
(upanta or last but one) and at (the middle of) the little
finger it indicates respectively svarita and anudatta.
Specimen as follows:

There are nine kinds of accents in padas:
antodatta, adyodatta, udatta, anudatta, nica-svarita,
madhyodatta, svarita, dyudatta, tryudatta.

Various hasta-mudra in Vedic Recitation:

Learning the Vedas with various movements of
hands has been considered as the correct way of
Pedagogy. The Paniniyasiksa explains this idea as
follows:

hastahinam tu yo’dhite svaravarnavivarjitam /

rgyajuhsamabhirdadho viyovimadhigaccahati //

hastena vedam yo’dhite svaravarnarthasamyuktam /

rkyajuhsamabhi puto brahmaloke mahiyate // '’
These verses exhibit the importance of the movement of
the hands in the learning process of the Vedas. All the
Vedas should be studied with the accompaniment of
hand gesture and accent. If anybody recite the Veda
without the hand gesture, and does not communicate
proper accents and the place of articulation, (then) Rg,
Yajus and Saman burn him (reciter), he will attain
rebirth as an inferior animal. On the other hand a
person who recite the Veda with proper hand gesture,

with correct accent and place of articulation and knows

172 Paniniyasiksa : 54-55
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the meaning of what he recites lead him (to the reciter)
to the highest place that is the realm of Brahman.

Ayogavaha:

Ayogavaha'”? means that sounds which is not
enumerated in the Sivastitra. These sounds occur only
in combination with  other sounds, never
independently. They possess the features of both
consonants and vowels. They are anusvara'’?, yamas,
upadhmaniya, jihvamiliya, and usman. The entire
ayogavaha share the place of articulation of sounds on
which they are dependent. The anusvara m and the
visarga h are perhaps the only two sounds that are
completely unique to the Sanskrit language. I will
discuss briefly all the components of Ayogavaha.

i. Anusvara (Nasal resonance):

Nasal utterance is called anusvara'”’ is written
as a dot above the letter that precedes it. Panini,
Saunaka, Mandukya and other authorities of the Siksa
texts have declared that the ‘anusvara’ (m) in its
original state is a voiced sound involving only
the nasika and no other oral articulations.”® This
differentiates it from the other anunasikas (nasal
letters) enumerated in five series'’such as na, fia, na,
na, ma which are sounds with specific oral articulations
that are tinged with passage of air through the nasal
cavity. In the pureanusvara, the mouth is kept

7

17> ayogena eva vahati karyamiti ayogavahah /
7* svaramnuprayujyate iti anusvarah
175 anusvaro visargasca svaratparau tu tisthah /
anusvaro Sirobinduh parsve bindavisargakah // Pafjika -22
176 anusvarayamanam ca nasika sthanamucyate
77 ku cu tu tu pu
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naturally closed without forming any particular
articulation and the air is allowed to pass, superficial
contacting the oral cavity into the nasal cavity.
However, it does not pass into the oral cavity to
resonate within it. As it shown in the below specimen:

m m n
In the Paniniyasiksa the sound of anusvara is
compared with the sound of the Vina ie. string
instrument. When the anusvara comes after the vowels,
pronounced at the root of the teeth, should be made
sonorous like the sound of an ‘alabu’-vina'”®, but when
it stands before h, §, s and s this pronunciation is

mandatory.
Specimen as follows:
SINo | Place of anusvara Example Mode of the sound
1 before h syllable brhanam 9&UH, alabu-vina
2 § syllable vaméah M alabu- vina
3 s syllable dhantsi 'ﬂ:ﬂ'el alabu- vina
4 S hamsa &4 alabu’- vina
ii.Yamas:

Yama literally means “twins” and in the phonetic
texts they are in the form of two stages in the
articulation of the plosive. For example: 1. rukkma 2.
paddma 3. Svappna etc.

The first stage is the plosive of the plosive. In the
second stage air passage through the nasal cavity when

178 alabuvinanirghoso dantamiilyah svaranugah /

anusvaras tu kartavyo nityam hroh $asasesu ca // Paniniya-siksa 23
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contact for the articulation of the following nasal
consonant is being made. The passage of air through
the nasal cavity nasalizes the plosive. Thus, the yamas
are said to be particular nasal sounds. The mode of
pronunciation of the yama letters are discussed in Siksa
treatise. The enumeration of the Yamas as four appears
to be puzzling; because according to Naradiyasiksa the
number becomes twenty. Uvata in this commentary on
Rk-PratiSakhya has discussed it elaborately. The
Paniniyasiksa regards yamas as ‘ayogavaha’ sounds.
The ayogavaha has been interpreted by different
scholars differently. According to Patanjali they are
called ayogavaha because they are heard though which
is not mentioned in the Paninian enumeration of the
alphabet'””. Max Muller takes the yamas to be nasal
sounds preceding the mute.

iii. Visarga:

Two perpendicular dots are called visarga. It
always goes with the vowels. Visarga has two more
functions such as: Jihvamiliya & upadhmaniya.
iv.]ihvz‘amﬁliya:180 (root of the tongue):

A character like ‘half visarga’ #3 when standing
before ‘ka” and ‘kha’ is called jihvamiliya.
v.Upadhmaniya:'®

A character like ‘half visarga’ ©3 when comes
before ‘pa’” and ‘pha’ is called upadhmaniya.
Grammatical operation of Visarga (usman):

(Visarga) (usman)

The usman (visarjaniya)'™ have eight

grammatical movements. These movements of the

'”” Mahabhasya I.1.2
1% kakhabhyam pragardhavisargasadréo jihvamdliyah / kasika vrtti
on ‘tulyasyaprayatnam savarnam’P. 1.1.9
'8! paphabhyam pragardhavisargasadréo updhmaniyah / kasika vrtti
on ‘tulyasyaprayatnam savarnam’P. 1.1.9
'8 visarga i.e. two perpendicular dots
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visarga are covered 1n sandh1 section. The visarga

changed into o, hiatus'®
upadhmaniya.

Specimen as follows:

, §, s, s, r, jlhvamiliya and

SINo | Status Of Example Grammatical Result
Visarga Modification
1. o ol $ivah vandyah visarga of §iva changed givo!®
fa: a=m: into ‘0’ vandyah
$iva visarga o A a=:
2. hiatus kah isah visarga is dropped ka'® iéah
(fgfa) F: g3 visarga F 3
B. S punah ca visarga of punah punaé186ca
9q: = changed to $ 9= |
punah visarga $
4 sY dhanuh visarga of dhanuh | dhanustamk
tamkarah changed to s arah
ug: SR dhanuh visarga s I SR
5 sH namabh te visarga of namah | namaste
aq: d changed to s QLS|
namah visarga s
6 r{ punah melanam | visarga of punah | punarmelan
g o, changed tor am
punah visarga r ST,
7. Jhvamali pratah kalah visarga of pratah | prata *
ya BIGHEACS changed to ardhavisarga | kalah
i (%) oA S
pratah visarga
ardhavisarga ( %)
8. upadhma punh punah visarga  of punah | puna L)
niya 9 I changed to ardhavisarga | punah
STATE (%) punah visarga | ¥ A 9
187 ardhavisarga ( )

"% dvayostu svarayormadhye sandhiryatra na dréyate /

vivrttistatra vijiieya ya iéeti nidarSanam // Yajiiavalkya-$iksa - 94

8p 6.1.114
85p 6.1.134

186 p 83.34;8.4.40

87 p 8.3.37
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Qualities of a reciter:

It is believed that complete benefit of Veda
mantras could be achieved only when following
conditions are met. Correct pronunciation of the
syllables (aksara-suddhi), correct durations for the
utterance of the syllables (matra-suddhi), and correct
intonation of syllables (svara-suddhi). Looking at the
importance of the proper recitation, our great sages
prescribed several methods to correctly recite the Vedic
mantras. It is explained in Paniniya-$iksa as follows:

Those who recite the Vedic text in a singing
manner"™, too quickly, with nodding of the head, use a
written text at the time of recitation, do not know the
meaning of the passages and have low voice are six
types of fault of a bad reciter. On the other hand,
Sweetness, clearness, separation of the word, right
accent, patience and ability to observe time are six
merits of a reciter.

Concluding remarks:

Accurate pronunciation is very important in
traditional way of studying of the Vedas and classical
Sanskrit texts; even a slightest variation in any speech
sound or accent is not permitted. Teachers take utmost
care while teaching their students to recite the Veda in a
precise manner. This is a time-consuming procedure.
Traditional teachers do not only consider the correct
recitation as the part of their duty but also ascribe merit
(punya) to this activity. On the other hand, they also
consider that incorrect pronunciation leads to bad
result. In India, still we have the leaving tradition of the

'%giti §ighri $irahkampi tatha likhitapathakah /

anarthajiio’lpakanthas ca sadete pathaka’dhamah //
madhuryamaksaravyaktih padaccedas tu susvarah /
dharyam layasamartham ca sadete pathaka’dhamah // Paniniya-
giksa 32-33
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Vedic recitations. I would like to conclude my
presentation with a very famous quotation from
Mahabhasya as follows:
yastu prayunkte kusalo visese $abdan yathavad vyavaharakale /
so’nantamapnoti jayam paratra vagyogavid dusyati capasabdaih / /'

“He who being knowledgeable as regards the
difference (between the correct and corrupt words) uses
words correctly when he communicates (with other),
he, knowing the propriety of words, obtains unending
victory in the other world, but by (using) wrong words
he incurs blemish”.

)
L X4

O o%
0.0 0.0

189 Paspasahnika, S. D. Joshi, p. 43
110



anae: Vol. XXIV ISSN 2320-2025
Nationalism in the Vedic literature & exploring
the Mandala of ViSvamitra in the Rgveda

Dr. Jharana Rani Tripathy

Abstract
Nationalism is a sense of identification with the
Nation. It is a belief, creed or political ideology that
involves an individual identification with, or becoming
attached to one’s nation. It involves national identity, in
contrast with the related construct of patriotism, which
involves the social conditioning and personal
behaviours that support a state’s decisions and action.
Nationalism is subjective, a way of living, feeling and
thinking. British rule was the harbinger of Nationalist
upsurges in India. Hindu Nationalism is the child of
British Raj. The Hindu nationalism has been collectively
referred to as the expressions of social and political
thought based on the native spiritual and cultural
traditions of historical India. At the outset, let me draw
attention to possible ways of understanding
nationalism, because, if we wish to search for this in the
Vedas, certain markers, or guidelines are necessary. At
the risk of stating the obvious, we need to recognise
that nationalism and the nation state are relatively
recent phenomena - nationalism as a set of complex

ideas and beliefs emerged in the eighteenth century,
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and gained strength through the 19th and 20th century.
It remains to be seen whether and in what form it will
survive in the 21st century. Likewise, nation states,
which have often drawn on ideas of nationalism, have
appeared on the political landscape fairly recently. So,
if we do not find echoes of either nationalism or the
nation state in the earliest textual traditions in the
subcontinent, this need not be taken as a sign of
inadequacy or backwardness.

We also need to take into account that
nationalisms, while sharing certain common features,
are occasionally distinctive. What follows is a rough
and ready checklist, which may serve to focus our
discussion of Vedic texts - it may also prevent us from
slipping into citing a litany of platitudinous statements
from this textual tradition. Mantras that advocate social
and even cosmic harmony and that have sometimes
been drawn on within some strands of the nationalist
movements in our country.

Kevwords : Subcontinent. archaeological. chronological.
conceptualized, peripatetic, cosmogonist, degradation,
banishing.

Objectives of the Proposed Study:

1. To analyzes the genesis of nationalism in
Vedic literatures.

2. To study the growth of Nationalism in Vedic

literature.
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3. The impact of nationalism in Indian Vedic
literatures.

4. To highlight the alternative modes of
understanding Hindu nationalism of Vedic literature.

5. Further research areas of study in Indian
Vedic literatures.
Relevance of the proposed study for society

A cultural element that has frequently been
identified as crucial to the constitution of national
identities is language. One can think, for instance, of
German nationalism, which, as it evolved over the 19th
century, emphasized a certain degree of linguistic
unity. However, we need to understand that, perhaps
fortunately, this model of a monolithic linguistic unity
is not something that is easily available to us. At
present, at least four major linguistic families can be
identified amongst the inhabitants of our land - the
Indo-Aryan, Dravidian, Tibeto-Burman and Astro-
Asiatic. It would be unwise and unfair to privilege the
Indo-Aryan family in general and Sanskrit in particular,
as the only or even major linguistic family. Other
lineages are evident even in the Rgveda, whose
vocabulary seems to have included words of Dravidian
and Munda origin.

It has also been suggested that the idea of a
shared past often strengthens national identities.

Creating and circulating notions of such a past, often
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illusory, was part of the strategy of Romanticists within
the European tradition. Within some standards of
Indian nationalism, too, the past in general and the
Vedic past in particular have often been invoked for
this purpose. Yet, as historians and archaeologists have
pointed out, the foregrounding of the Vedic tradition is
often at the cost of the evidence that suggest a more
complex, dynamic past - evident in a range of non-
Sanskrit textual traditions as well as from a variety of
archaeological cultures.

At another level, in practice, nationalisms have
often allied with democratic movements (and vice
versa), although there is no inevitable connection
between the two. The ideal of equality, defined in
various ways - in terms of adult franchise, equality
before the law, and, in rare instances, a deeper ideal of
equality in social and economic praxis has often
inspired nationalist movements. Again, it may be worth
stating that the obvious democratic values are
enshrined in our constitution and these values, once
again, cannot be derived from Vedic roots. I would also
argue that it is unnecessary to search for such
connections: democracy, with its potential for an
inclusive social order, must be nurtured and cherished
even if it does not descend from the thoughts of Vedic

seers.
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It has also been observed that in many
situations, nationalisms derive strength and support
from newly emerging middle classes, once again, a
relatively modern phenomenon. To search for the
equivalent of these classes in the Vedic texts would be
anachronistic to say the least. As we will see, while the
texts point to the existence of several modes of
classifying communities/ social categories, these bear
little correspondence with the middle class as we know
it at present, no matter how broadly or loosely defined.

And the nationalisms that we are most familiar
with, those that emerged in the subcontinent in the
course of 19th and 20th centuries, were closely tied with
the colonial context, and were consequently animated
by anti- imperialist concerns. Looking for the
equivalents of these in the early Vedic tradition would
obviously be a futile exercise.

It is also evident that national identities have
often emerged and been consolidated through
discussion, debate, a variety of movements and conflict,
including wars. Can we then explore some of the
notions of conflict in the early Vedic tradition to try and
excavate precocious notions of nationalism?

There is one more rather obvious dimension of
the nationalism that we need to draw attention to
before turning to a more intensive examination of the
section of the Rgveda. This is the notion of boundaries,
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often contested, that are regarded as an intrinsic
element of the territorial or spatial dimension of the
nation. Once again, we can raise questions as to
whether the roots of this can be traced back to the
Vedas.
Introduction of the Proposed Study

For the present, I will focus on a single Mandala
of the Rgveda, attributed to the Visvamitra (the third
Mandala), to explore some of the issues that emerge
from our thumbnail sketch of nationalism. The choice
was directed by two considerations - one, constraints of
space, which make it difficult to explore the entire text
and do justice to its complexity, and second, the
distinctive personal history attributed to Visvamitra in
the later Brahmanical tradition. Two aspects of this
history are particularly noteworthy - one, Vi§vamitra's
attempt to transcend his Ksatriya identity, and second,
the long standing and somewhat tortuous conflict
between him and Vasistha, the latter often represented
as symbolic of the 'authentic' priesthood. Thus, there is
the possibility of finding traces of distinctive
perspectives and ideas within the composition
attributed to the lineage of the Vi§vamitras.
Interestingly, none of these is alluded to in the hymns
attributed to the lineage in the Rgveda.

There is another, more substantial way in which

I have narrowed the focus of investigation, and this
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needs to be highlighted at the outset. I will be focusing
primarilv on nouns - both prover and common - within
the text. excluding the tantalizing allusions to a rich
mvthological tradition. This is because. in the present
state of our knowledge. assigning meanings to the
allusions. while often a temoting strategv. is somewhat
hazardous. given our social and chronological distance
from the original context.

I will work also. with the assumotion that this
particular section is part of the earliest strata of the text.
dateable to c. 1500-1000 BCE. That this section was
localized in the northwest part of present dav Puniab-
Harvana is also sugegested bv specific references to
rivers. One verse (RV. III. 23. 4) Mentions the sacrificial
fire being kindled on the Drsadvati and the Sarasvati.
which mav be tentativelv identified with the Ghagear
Hakra. a river that probablv flowed into the Indus.
while another hvmn (RV. IIl. 33) is dedicated to the
Vipas and Sutudri. the Beas and Sutlei respectivelv. and
contains a praver to the rivers. imagined as goddesses,
to permit fordine or crossing them.

Review of exploring the Mandala of ViSvamitra in the
Rgveda”

It mav be useful to brieflv mapo the structure of
the Mandala. It consists of 62 hvmns. which broadlv
follows the pattern of Reveda. Thus. we find the hvmns

addressed to Agni placed first, followed by those
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addressed to Indra. these in turn being followed bv a
handful of compositions addressed to other deities. It is
not surprising that Aeni. the fire ¢od. more often than
not regarded as svmbolic of the sacrificial fire and bv
extension the messenger between men and e¢ods. we
accorded primacv and precedence. So. a total of 26
hvmns to Aeni were included within the antholoev.
Interspersed within this set are three other
compositions. one addressed to the Avpris (no. 4). a set
of minor deities. another to the sacrificial post (no. 8)
and a third to Indra and Aegni (no. 12). There are 22
hvmns addressed to Indra. the archetvpal warrior god.
It is within this set that we find the hvmn addressed to
the rivers. mentioned earlier. Two hvmns (nos. 53 and
62) are addressed to Indra and other deities. four (nos.
54-57) to the Visvedevas. literallv all-eods and one each
to the Asvins (no. 58). twin deities. often visualized as
healers. Mitra (no. 59) a deitv associated with notions of
kingship. the Rbhus (no. 60) a group of semi-divine
figures and Usas (no. 61). the goddess of dawn.

We can outline certain features that can orovide

a backdroo to the subseauent discussion. The first. and
obvious of these. relates to the centralitv of the
sacrificial cult. For instance. Visvamitra. in the verv first
verse of the first hvmn attributed to him is shown as
describing himself as a priest who offers worship using
Soma, the sacred juice in the Vidatha (RV. IIL.1.1), an
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assemblv that figures freauentlv in the text (RV. III 1.2:
II1. 1. 18: III. 39. 1: III. 54. 11: II1. 55. 7 and III. 56. 8). Both
Aeni and Indra as well as other deities figure in
representations of the Vidatha. which devict them
being worshipped in the assemblv. If anvthing. this
would sugegest a certain deeree of vparticipation bv
members of the communitv in modes of worship that
were probablv collective. and which could have
constituted occasions for fashioning a common identitv.

However. while the Vidatha constituted one
locus for the ritual. varieties of household units also
seem to have orovided contexts for invoking the
deities. These include the Dama. with Agni being
invoked for its protection (RV. III. 1. 15. 17). the Durona
in which Agni is installed (RV. III. 1. 18) and where

Indra (RV. III. 25. 4) and the A$vins are invited (RV. III.
58.9) and the Grha. where Indra ideallv resides (RV. III.
53. 6) and where offerings are to be made to him along
with the Rbhus (RV. III. 60. 5). In other words the
sacrifice mav have been performed at different locales
and for different erouns. Within these varied contexts
pravers were offered for wealth (RV. III. 1. 19). cattle
and sons (RV. IIL. 1. 23). and for victory in battles (RV.
III. 34. 11) amonest other things.

As mav be expected. the hvmns also suggest that
the communitv was differentiated. This is evident from

a consideration of the epithets used to describe the
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princival deities. The term Raia. for example. was used
for Aeni (RV. III. 1. 18) and Mitra (RV. IIL. 59. 4). It was
also used for Indra in both specific and universalistic
wavs. As an instance of the former. we can draw
attention to the reoresentation of Indra as Raia of the
pressed Soma iuice (RV. III. 47. 2). the latter is
evidenced in the decsrintion of the deitv as the Ekaraia
(sole lord) of the Bhuvana or world (RV. III. 46. 2).
Indra is also visualized as Govati (RV. III. 30. 21).
literallv. the lord or oprotector of cattle. What is
interesting is the evidence for a set of erandiose titles -
we have iust noted the reference to the Ekarat. Indra
was also invoked as the Svarat (RV. III. 45. 5: 46. 1).
while Mitra and Varuna were addressed as Samrat (RV.
III. 54. 10). In other words. it is evident that power was
conceptualized in complex and multivle wavs.

These wavs of conceptualizing power can be
understood in terms of an eauallv complex set of terms
used to designate collectivities. These include the term
Manusva (RV. III. 1. 10) and its variants. Aegni is
described as a friend and oriest for this catecorv (RV.
III. 9. 6: I1I. 3. 2). while Indra is represented as bringing
light for them (RV. III. 34. 4). If we regard this as a term
sienifving humanitv. it is interesting that the principal
Vedic deities are at least occasionallv conceptualized as

being benevolent towards the entire human race rather
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than as vpartisan participants whose support was
invoked in conflictual situations.

Another wide-ranging term that was used
occasionallv was Martva. literallv mortal. as distinct
from the deities. who were. bv defenition. immortal.
For instance. Agni. himself svmbolic of immortalitv
(Amrta). is represented as ruling over the Martvas or
mortals (RV. III. 1. 18: III. 2. 9). who worship him (RV.
III. 11. 7). In another context. Martvas are represented
as having deviated from the paths laid down bv Indra
(RV. III. 30. 3). even as thev benefit from his generositv
(RV. III. 30. 7). Here. the distinction between the human
and divine realms seems to have been etched rather
sharplv. At the same time. as far as mortals are
concerned. it is evident that thev were conceptualized
as an undifferentiated social categorv vis-a-vis the
overwhelminglv more powerful divinities.

While categories such as Manusva and Martva
mav have been visualised as gender-neutral. others.
such as Nara and its variants. were probablv meant to
be understood in more gender-specific wavs. This is
suggested bv the contexts in which the term occurs.
Thus. the Nara is reoresented as offering a sacrifice to
Aeni in the hooe of winning Dravina or wealth (RV. III.
2.6). and as engaged in raising the sacrificial post (RV.
III. 8. 6). Aeni himself is described as Nrcaksu. i.e. one

who observes men (RV. III. 15.3), and is at the same
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time. devicted as a revered guest or Atithi (RV. III. 3.8).
Once again. it is worth bearing in mind that none of the
terms have connotations of citizenshio.

Other terms of interest include Carsani. Used in
the sense of people or folk. it also has connotations of a
mobile popoulation. Not surprisinglv. the oprincipal
deities are invoked in connection with this categorv.
For instance. Aegni is described as the leader (Neta) of
the Carsani (RV. III. 6. 5). as well as the Samrai (RV. III.
10. 1). while both Indra (RV. III. 43. 2) and Mitra (RV.
III. 59. 6) are invoked as the subvort of the Carsani
(Carsanidhrta). At the same time. there are hints that
point to the existence of more than one Carsani - in one
instance. Indra is asked to come to those who call him
after passing bv other Carsanis (RV. III. 43. 2). In other
words. the term was probablv less inclusive than the
ones we have considered so far. and would point to
differentiation amonegst mobile pooulations - not all
those who shared this veripatetic lifestvle were
incorporated  within a  single, homogeneous
communitv.

A term that seems to have had some what
similar connotations is Krsti. Used almost exclusivelv in
the hvmns addressed to Indra. it has often been taken
to mean the peovle at large or cultivators. In this
particular Mandala. we notice an association with Soma

drinking. In one instance, we learn that Indra stirs up
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Krsti once he is excited with Soma (RV. III. 43. 7). while
in another case Krsti is described as consisting of Soma
drinkers (RV. III. 49. 1). In other words. we catch a
glimpse of a shared identity based on common ritual
practices.

Other terms to designate collectivities are ones
that have freauentlv been highlichted bv historians.
Thev include the terms Vis and Tana. The association
between Aeni and the Vis seems to have been
particularlv close. In one instance. he is described as
visam atithi (RV. IIl. 2. 2). or the gcuest of the Vis.
particularlv significant in situations where ¢giving and
receiving hosoitalitv mav have been a means of forging
social bonds. Elsewhere (RV. III. 5. 3: III. 6. 3) there is
mention of Agni being established in the Manusa Vis
(the human Vis) and being worshipped. He is also
represented as ¢oing ahead of the Manusa Vi$ (RV. III.
11. 5). The close association envisaged between Agni
and the Vis is also evident in the epithets used to
describe the deitv. These include the term visam kavim
(one who knows the Vis) and Vispati (RV. III. 2. 10: III.
3. 8: III. 13.5). the head or leader of the Vis. Although
less freauent. Indra is also associated with the Vis.
being described. in one instance. as the leader of both
the Manusim and the Daiva Vis (RV. III. 34. 2). and as
Vispati (RV. IIIl. 40. 3). As is evident from these
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references. while the Vi§ was clearlv a valued social
unit, it bears little correspondence with the nation.

Although present. the Tana is somewhat less
central in the pravers offered to Aeni. In one instance.
the Tana is described as preparing to make offerings to
Aeni (RV. III. 2. 5). In another instance. a praver is
offered to ensure that Aegni would reach the Visvaiana
(RV. IIL. 57. 6). or all the Tanas. Other deities associated
with the Tana include the Asvins. who are supposed to
have praised amonegst the Tana (RV. III. 58. 5). and
Mitra. who is invoked to provide food for the Tana (RV.
III. 59. 9). although not specificallv enumerated. we find
mention of the Paficaiana (the famed five peoples). who
are represented as taking refuge in Mitra (RV. III. 59. 8).
and have Indra as their lord (RV. III. 37. 9). In one
instance. this extends to an amaleam of categories.
evident in the notion of the pancajanya krsti (RV. III. 53.
16).

There are hints of differentiation. if not tension
and conflict. within the Tana. In one verse (RV.II1.30.1)
the chanter avpeals for the subport of Indra in a
situation where the Tana seems to be hostile. And in vet
another instance the invoker offers pravers to Indra in
order to become the Gova (protector or chief) of the
Jana as well as their Raia as also a Rsi (RV. III. 43.5).

Other terms occasionallv used to designate
collectivities include Vrata and Gana (RV. III. 26. 6),
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which were expected to be united for ritual purposes.
In one instance. Indra is described as the leader of a
Mahavrata (RV. III. 30. 3). References to Ganas are more
freauent on the divine plane. In one invocation. Indra
shares his favourite pastime of drinking Soma with the
Ganas of the Maruts and possiblv the Rudras as well
(RV. III. 32. 2) - thev are obviouslv his supporters.
especiallv in the destruction of Vrtra (RV. III. 32. 4).
about which more later. It is evident that the Vedic
vocabularv on social categories was rich: it is perhaos
eauallv evident that virtuallv none of the terms in
circulation vprovides us with eauivalents of the
categories of nationalities or citizenship.

Within this backeround. let us examine the
references to named peoples within the text. These
include at least four references to the Bharatas. Yet.
before we reclaim them as the ancestors of the present
nation-state. it mav be worth exploring the contexts in
which thev are mentioned. In one instance (RV. III. 23.
2) two sages. Devasravas and Devavata. who kindle a
sacrificial fire. are described as Bharatas. In vet another
instance. the Bharatas are described as a Grama. who
ford the Vipas and Sutudri owing to the efficacv of the
pravers of Visvamitra (RV. III. 33. 11.12). Elsewhere
(RV. III. 53. 12). thev are referred to as a lana that is
protected by the prayers of Visvamitra. There is also a
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mention of the Putras or sons of Bharata who charge off
to battle (RV. III. 53. 24).

Review Literature

It is evident that the Bharatas shared certain
cultural oractices. which obviouslv included the
sacrificial cult. Thev were obviouslv warriors. though
that does not seem to have been a uniaue feature. What
is also interesting is that thev could be described. with
apparent accuracv. as both a Grama (especiallv in a
context of moving from place to place). and a Tana.
Neither of these terms can be eauated with the notion
of a nation. The notion of territorial identity, too, is at
best nebulous. if not absent.

Others mentioned include the Kusikas. a term
that mav have had totemic connotations. used to
designate the Visvamitras. The lineage connections are
occasionallv exolicitlv stated. as in a verse where the
author is referred to as the son of Kusika (RV. III. 53.
10). References to the lineage as a whole occur in the
ritual context. where the Kusikas are described as
invoking deities (RV. III. 26. 1) such as Indra (RV. III.
30. 20: III. 42.9). for whom thev bring ¢ifts (RV. III. 50.
4). Thev are also decsribed as those who kindle the
sacrificial fire in their individual homes (Damas)
(RV.IIL 29.15) and as drinkers of Soma (RV. I11.53.10). In
another instance. we find a specific praver for the well-
being of the Visvamitras (RV.IIL.18.5). Again, none of
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the activities that are represented would qualify as
nationalistic.

There are vet others who are named. These
include the powerful and enigmatic Angiras priests and
their associates (RV. III. 31. 19.. III. 39. 5). the semi-
divine Rbhus (RV.IIL.60). described as Saudhanvana. or
Sudhanva's sons. and Vivasvan. in whose house
(Sadana) Indra is praised (RV. III. 34. 7. III. 51.3).

Individuals who are mentioned include
Visvamitra. associated with a chief named Sudas (RV.
III. 53. 9). for whom he wins the support of Indra. In the
same context. we find reference to a peoole known as
the Kikatas looked down upon because thev do not
make offerings of milk. and to Pramaganda. possiblv
their leader. with a praver to Indra to give their wealth
to the invoker (RV. III. 53. 14). Again. one can suggest
that the difference between the Kikatas and the
composers of the Vedic hvmns rested on alternative
understandings of the significance of specific pastoral
/ritual practices. To extend this to suggest that this
formed the basis for two distinct national identities
would obviouslv be absured.

Other vpossible explanations have been offered
in terms of a more limited framework. with Vrtra
representing the forces of drought and Indra releasing
the life-sustaining waters. In vet other exegeses. Vrtra

has been regarded as symbolic of a human enemy - the
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indigenous vpeovle who. in these versions. were
overrun bv the Arvans. It is possibile that like all
svmbols. the Indra-Vrtra conflict was multivalent. and
that ideas ranging from the cosmogonist to the human
plane could have been evoked bv alluding to it.

Indra's destruction of Vrtras forms a constant
refrain in most of the hvmns addressed to the deitv in
this Mandala (eg.. RV. III. 49.5). At the same time.
thoueh less freauentlv. the same feat is attributed to
Aeni (RV. III.12.4: II1.16.1). There is also a hint of
different cultural practices - Danu. the mother of Vrtra
finds mention (RV. III. 30. 8). Besides. Vrtra is described
as Adeva (literallv g¢odless). perhaps an allusion of
communities that followed non-Vedic opractices. and
surrounded bv Devis (RV. III. 32. 6) or goddesses. As
has often been remarked. e¢oddesses. with some
exceotions. are rather shadowv fieures in the early
Vedic pantheon. dominated bv Aeni. Indra and Soma.

In one instance. we catch a fleeting elimpose of
the killing of Vrtra being linked to a sacrifice that was
possiblv the Asvamedha. This was evidentlv performed
for Sudas (RV.IIL.53.11). the chief mentioned earlier.
The praver pertains to the movements of the Asva. the
horse which was let loose to wander in all directions.
with the Raia being expected to kill his Vrtra and then
perform his Yaina on the best spot on earth. If this can

be viewed as a precursor of the sacrifice as it evolved
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within later tradition. Vrtra would have stood for a
rival cheif. posing a challenge within the same
framework of power relations, rather than as an
extraneous enemv.

There are other enemies who are alluded to as
well. These include the Dasas. whose forts or Puras
were supposed to have been destroved bv Indra and
Aeni (RV.III.12.6). In vet another instance (RV. III. 34.
1). their destruction was attributed to Indra. References
to the Dasvus both resonate with and are somewhat
different from those to the Dasas. Once again. both
Aeni (RV.II1.29.9) and Indra (RV.II1.34.6: III 49.2) are
credited with defeating them. In one instance. this
victorv. in which the Dasvus are supposedlv
annihilated (RV. III. 34. 9) is represented as ensuring
the protection of the Arvavarna. That incidentllv. is the
onlv reference to both these categories. i.e.. the term
Arva and Varna. which we find in this entire set of
more than sixtv hvmns. Should we assume that the
Arvan identitv was imvlicit rather than exolicit and
therefore did not need to be stated? Or can we suggest
that it was one amonegst several identities - which
people could have chosen to define themselves in terms
of their Vis, Jana or Gotra rather than as Aryans or non-
Aryans?

There are other. even more amorphous enemies.

These include the Dvisan Raksas against whom Agni's
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(RV. III. 15. 1) and Indra's (RV. III. 30. 17) support is
mobilized. Sometimes. mention is made. more
generallv to hateful peoole the Dvisan with both Aegni
(RV. II. 16. 5) and Indra (RV. III. 53. 21) Being
reauested to destrov them. Somewhat similar are the
references to the Satru. against whom Indra's help is
invoked (RV. III. 16. 2: III. 30. 6: III. 34. 1: III. 47. 2).
Other enemies include the Arati (RV. III. 18. 1). with a
praver to Aeni for help against them. Ripus. against
whom Indra's suopoort is. invoked (RV. III. 30. 15). and
the Amitra (RV. III. 30. 16). literallv 'not-friend'. Indra
was also expected to deal with the Druha and the
Adevas(RV.III. 41. 19) and the Abhimati(RV. II1.37. 3).
Bv now it is evident that while the earlv Vedic
tradition is rich. comvlex and demands intense
scrutinv., not veilding its secrets easilv. it is perhaps
misplaced to trace the roots of Indian nationalism
within its meticulouslv preserved oral tradition. This
auest is misplaced for a varietv of reasons. Nationalism
as it was visualised in the 20th centurv had a pan- sub
continental expanse. As we are well aware. that vision
was ruptured bv Partition. and has lost its sheen. with
several states resenting what is perceived as an over-
centralized vision of political processes. It is perhaps
not surprising that Vedic geographies provide little or
no foundation for present-dav geopolitical realities. As
we have seen, the Rgveda had a limted geographical
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horizon. and even the more expansive spatial
framework evidenced in the later Vedic tradition was
marked bv relegating the peoples in the peripheries to a
status of degradation and marginalization. The later
Vedic mvths about Visvamitra cursing and banishing
his rebellious elder sons is just one illustration of this
attitude.

Vedic Sanskrit. likewise. has been a language of
exclusion. We know that from the earlv historic veriod.
if not earlier. women and Stadras were denied access to
Vedic learning. As such. if nationalism is to be derived
from a common languacge. there seems little scope or
reason for considering the Vedic model.

We have also seen that the Vedic texts work with
notions of inclusions and exclusions. Neither of these is
simple: for example. there seem to have been
hierarchies amonegst those who were included. which
were evidentlv subiected to complex negotiations on
ritual and other occasions. The range of terms used to
designate enemies or hostile eroups is also impressive.
Yet. neither of these categories auite corresponds with
those that emerged in the context of nationalist
movements (democratic or otherwise). In fact we can
suggest that it would be futile and a historical to even

expect such correspondences.
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Hypothesis

Given that nationalism and the nation-state
often emerge in situations of conflict. it mav be useful.
finallv. to draw on the understanding of hostile eroups
and the notions of enmitv that can be teased out of the
text. Perhaos the most intrieuing and daunting of these
categories is Vrtra. occasionallv envisaged as singular.
but also visualised as a pluralitv. and often used as a
term to designate virtuallv anv enemv. The allusions to
the conflict between Indra and Vrtra are. as is well-
known. manv. Nonetheless. most of these are
tantalising in their brevitv. It is a wonder that the
conflict has been interoreted in a varietv of wavs. Some
have seen in it a cosmogonic myth, a story about
creation.

Research Ouestions

Whyv then. have the Vedas plaved such a critical
role in some modes of nationalist discourse?

Clearlv. the answers to this lie in the colonial
context in general. and the 19th centurv in particular.
when the Vedas. celebrated as the earliest text available
in the subcontinent. were mined in the auest for roots
or origins for whatever was considered significant. This
auest was particularlv important for the Hindu urban
educated middle class. also more often than not uover
caste men. who acauired a visibilitv far out of

proportion to their numbers. While we tend to
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distinguish between reformers and revivalists. it is
important to remember that several of the frameworks
and concerns were shared. As a result. both tended to
valorize the Vedas. which were obened up for
circulation to a readership that was vast.
heterogeneous. and unprecedented. Simultaneouslv.
efforts were made to both translate and interoret the
texts within frameworks that were derived from
concerns that were vastlv different from those of the
original authors. For those who wished to find evidence
of vprecocious democracies. Retrieving or even
inventing traditions of a strong state. highlighted
terminologies that seemed to hint at complex political
and administrative bprocesses. even if this meant
stretching the evidence to near breaking point. Located
as we are in the 2lst centurv. when the euphoria
surrounding notions of nationalism seems to have been
eroded bv the compvlexities of our post colonial
experiences. we need to interrogcate the attemots to
trace the roots of our national identitv to the Vedic past.
This involves respecting the Vedic tradition. with all its
complexitv. and at the same time recognising how
distant it is from the present.
Conclusion:

We had noted at the outset that the Visvamitras
of the Reveda did not seem to share the preoccupations

attributed to the sage in later tradition. It is also evident
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that their concerns were varied. and that thev
composed within a milieu of socio-political complexitv.
intervening in it in several wavs. What is interesting.
and perhaps worth examining more carefullv. is how
the Brahmanical tradition = opreserved these
compositions. even while creating space for an entirelv
different set of narratives that were woven around the
life of the legendarv sage. The preservation of the
pristine Vedic text went hand in hand with strategies
for composing and transmitting other ideas. We mav
wish to adoot the Brahmanical strateev and create
narratives about a ViSvamitra located in the 2l1st
centurv. There is. however. another alternative. which
is to recognise and respvect historical disiunctures. To
preserve without aporooriating mav seem to be an
almost impossible agenda, but that is the challenge that

we face today.
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Application of Information And Communication
Technologies In Sanskrit

Dr.Anita

Dr.V. K. Bharati

Abstract

Sanskrit is being used in some computer
applications because it is a language that can be used in
computers due to the way that Panini's grammatical
structure is organised as mathematical rules and laws,
according to famous researchers. In a different
approach, it is organised methodically as the computer
language's bmary system. Sanskrit has a special
significance  in  information  technology  and
communication, as a result. The use of computers in
Sanskrit is developing into a new field known as
Sanskrit Informatics. The pupils are also less aware of
the relationship and application of Sanskrit and ICT.
Due to a lack of resources to give cohesive knowledge
on the under estimated topic, the majority of students
did not place as much value on Sanskrit and also
thought of it as a language exclusive to a certain region
for communication solely. To bring a ridiculous subject
to the public's attention will provide several difficulties.
The wuse of information and communication
technologies in Sanskrit academic settings is
extensively discussed in this study.

Keyword: Information and communication technology
(ICT), Sanskrit. Computer

151



e Vol. XXIV ISSN 2320-2025

1. Inroduction

The world's oldest language, Sanskrit, is also a
part of the Indo-Aryan language family. It is now
regarded as one of India's 22 scheduled languages.
Sanskrit is the official language of the Indian state of
Uttarakhand. The Sanskrit language is considered as an
encyclopaedia that contains a wealth of information
from the ancient world, including the Vedas, Puranas,
and several branches of science. We must now carefully
consider the necessity of Sanskrit Informatics. Sanskrit
has a long history of poetry, drama, and scientific,
philosophical, and religious writings.

Information and communication technologies
are widely defined as "a varied collection of technical
tools and resources used to communicate, as well as to
produce, transmit, store, and manage information."
Computers, the Internet, radio and television
transmission, and telephone are some examples of
these technology. Over the past two decades, the
information and communication technology (ICT)
industry has grown rapidly. Globally, there are more
than 5 billion mobile phone users, more than a billion
people use the internet, and more than 450 million
people subscribe to high-speed broadband networks.
People using broadband networks more often are
consuming, sharing, and developing new ICT media
material and apps. They are also preserving and
modernising Sanskrit.
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Sources: Paily, M.U. - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https:/ /commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=57806542
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Information and communication technology has
grown in importance as a component of our global
knowledge in the twenty-first century. Traditional
knowledge may be modernised through e-learning,
distant learning, program-based learning, and other
means thanks to the scope of digitalization. Today,
everyone supports the wuse of information and
communication technology in the classroom. The
government is investing funding for careful planning
and execution of the use of ICT, while on the other side,
the institutional stakeholdersteachers and students at
universities, colleges, and schools are ready to
experiment with this novel approach.

2. Major Applications of Computer in Sanskrit Studies:
Computer-based learning environments provide
learners with a wide range of supporting apps. These
programmes, which are frequently embedded in open
learning environments, are designed to assist learners
in their learning process.

SANSKRIT
WIKIPEADIA

SHABDMITR SANSKRIT
BLOG

COMPUTER
IN SANSKRIT SANSKRIT
RELATED
SOFTWARE

ELECTRONIC
JOURNAL
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2.1 Lipikaar - English to Sanskrit Typing Online

(https:/ /www lipikaar.com/online-editor /sanskrit-
typing)

Lipikaar is a typing system that enables users to
type in their native tongue while using a standard
English keyboard. This is the first and greatest tool for
learning Sanskrit typing in a matter of minutes. It is
tough to type in Sanskrit, but with this typing tool, we
can easily type in Sanskrit knowing the other language.
Here is the tool that allows us to quickly type in
Sanskrit knowing English. Simply input the text in a
known language, such as English, then hit space; the
text will be converted to Sanskrit.

With the help of this application, you may copy
the translated Sanskrit language and paste it on any
website, including Facebook, Twitter, chat, emails, and
more. This is a free, 24/7 online Sanskrit typing tool
that allows you to type Sanskrit whenever you want.
The software transforms English to Sanskrit in Unicode
font so that the converted text may be used on
Facebook, Twitter, in emails, in comments, in MS-
Word, and other places. Supports 18 languages,
including Urdu, Arabic, Sanskrit, Hindi, Marathi,
Bengali, Assamese, Gujarati, Oriya, Punjabi, Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Sanskrit, Nepali,
Konkani, Sindhi, and Kashmiri.
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2.2 Lexilogos online keyboard: Sanskrit H&hdH,

httos: /W%%_%Wﬁﬁ?ﬁ‘ﬁkﬁt Keyboard, this is the
se(t:gnd-best free tool accessible for typing in Sanskrit

characters. We are able to write in any language since
the Sanskrit language keyboard has various keyboards,
including a multilingual keyboard, a Devanagari
keyboard for the Sanskrit language, and a Latin
keyboard for the Sanskrit language. These tools also
contained a Sanskrit dictionary that we could add new
words to as well as a word suggestion list.
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2.3 Google Input Tools
https:/ /www.google.com/intl/sa/inputtools/try

Google Input Tools is another tool that makes it simple to
type in the language of your choice and anywhere on the
internet. Select your input method and language, then start
ing. Another special character can be added.
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24 Indian Language Technology proliferation and
deployment centre: http:/ /tdil-dc.in/index.php/
option/com_vertical &parentid /84&lang/en

The Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), Government of India, launched the
Technology Development for Indian Languages (TDIL)
Program with the aim of developing information-processing
tools to facilitate human-machine interaction in Indian
languages and to develop technologies to access
multilingual knowledge resources. As is well known, just
around 5% of the population in India speaks English, and
the remaining 95% are not benefiting from the advancement
of information technology. Therefore, the benefits of
information technology can only be experienced by the
average person when software tools and human-computer
interface (HCI) systems are made available in the latter's
native tongue. The general people should have unfettered
access to the tools, goods, and resources that are allowing
the widespread growth of ICT in Indian languages.

X 1% Technology Pre X 4 v = 0 X

€ 5 C A Notsecure | hitp/Adibdcinfindex phplang=en Qe+ O@®:
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2.5 Transliteration
https:/ /www learnsanskrit.org/tools/

The process of transferring digital Sanskrit text from one
scheme to another is known as transliteration. For example,
someone may type out some Sanskrit text in Roman letters and
convert it to Devanagari.

55 Incion Language Technology P % [ Tocls | Lesm Sanwers Onime. X
€ 3 C @ hitps//wemeamsanshritorg/tools/

B £ Type here 1o search

Home  Grammar

30

Tools

Transliteration

Transliteration is the task of converting digitized Sanskrit text from one
scheme to another. For instance, a person might type up some Sanskrit text
with ordinary Roman letters and convert it to Devanagari. Thus a phrase like
minaka paNDavazeaiva could be converted to STFEL: TUEATEE. Some tools to help
with transliteration include the following:

Tools Contact Preferences

Sanscript

From: ITRANS v

AAm Eanas

I dueti Detals T

Trarelileeated in o milisscends,

To! Deanaganiidi *

FH T

jonMap  Options  FAQCostiet  Code

Introduction

Snnseript iz an anline transliterator. Al modern Indian seripts are supported. Sanseript sapports the full ITRANS stardand for Sanchrit and Devanagari

FEI S S
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2.6 Sanskrit-Keyboard
http:/ /gate2home.com/Sanskrit-Keyboard Sanskrit Typing
Tool (Unicode):

This tool allows us to convert between English and
Sanskrit. Press Ctrl+g to switch between English and Sanskrit
while typing in the middle of a Sanskrit passage. This programme
has a copy environment, social media sharing options, a YouTube
feature, and direct email access through Google & Wikipedia.

usge TechrsiogrPre X [ SavsirtHeytord Ol +

0@ :

Gate2Home®

Sanskrit Keyboard

R, % wosam ] 0w -

alefafalvlulalw]e]r]e
=2 ] al's g B BRI E
@8/ g|] 3| |7 -W & " S
a|l5| alala]a T arl o

&b
@ ON B Transiteration

n 2 Type her

2.7 Sanskrit Typing Tool a web-application for typing Sanskrit
phonetically
http:/ /enjoylearningsanskrit.com/sanskrit-tools-and-
applications

Many digitally encoded Sanskrit texts have been
made available online during the past 10 to 15 years, and a
few formats for Sanskrit digital text input have also been
established. The "itrans" format is one of the most widely
used methods for digitally encoding Sanskrit texts. Indian
language transliteration is known as "itrans." The primary
concept behind the "itrans" format and other Sanskrit
encoding schemes is that phonetically typing Sanskrit is
quite simple. The best way to see and utilise any of these
programmes is using the most recent versions of either
Google Chrome or Mozilla Firefox.
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This tools having multiple utilitiesas:
i) Sanskrit Text to Speech —Sanskrit text entered will
be automatically read by the computer. The
database now has a sizable number of language
sounds, albeit not all of them. It can already be
used with nearly all of the Bhagavad Gita's text,
and in a short while, it will be able to read
virtually any text.
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ii) http://www .alllanguagetranslator.com/2015/09/type-in-
sanskrit-english-to-sanskrit. html Language Translation:

The goal of Sanskrit Language Translation or English
to Sanskrit Conversion is to grasp the correct meaning of
your communication to those who speak the same Sanskrit
as you. This mobile-friendly online Sanskrit Translation tool
assists in typing, writing, converting, and translating to
Sanskrit. This is a good Sanskrit translation tool that can be
used on any platforms such as mobile phones, Android,
tablets, iPhones, and iPads to effortlessly type Sanskrit.
Direct copy and paste will not function in this programme.
Type in English word by word, then hit [SPACE], and it will
convert to Sanskrit. If you don't get the right term, hit
backspace for more choices.

Type in Sanskrit | English to Sanskrit Typing | Write in Sanskrit

A tool for Typing in Sanskrit | Sanskrit ty
typing| Write in Sar
Sanskrit typing |
Sanskrit | MS word Sanskrit type | Engli
Direct copy paste will not work. Type in English, each word by word then press [SPACE], It converted
into Sanskrit. In case you are not getting the correct word, press backspace it will show you more

nskrit typing | Twitter
o Sanskrit | Quillpad
translator.com.

suggestions.

T TS FEET T Hel TOEda] SHEG o Jdes 9IS S g |

2.8 Google IME - the equalizer

The IME, a downloaded item that runs on a
computer after a single installation, is the most recent in the
series. This IME from Google has a considerable benefit.
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While it has all the functionality of the current service, here
are some advantages: sometimes, typing in Blogger or Gmail
might cause the cursor to jump due to browser
misbehaviour or whatever. You can text in Indian languages
directly since the IME sits in between your keyboard and
operating system. Be it Word, Excel, or PowerPoint, or the
Firefox or Safari browsers.

= - o - gl (SE httposswesna.google.comstransliterates

Google translite ration

shashikant joshi / practical sanskrit
Sanskrit - [ | Arial Unicode MS ~ || aspx

== == asti

=r=rfor
==

=rEref
ATET

asti

Other Sanskrit Specific Sources

There are many websites and information
available for Sanskrit and its related topics. The most
significant of these is Sanskrit Voice, which may be
accessed at http://sktcoice.com. These websites are
incredibly beneficial to listeners in their fascinating
tields. We may obtain several Sanskrit dictionaries from
this website, such as the Sanskrit-English dictionary,
the spoken Sanskrit dictionary, the practical Sanskrit
dictionary, etc. This website also provides access to
several online resources and tutorials. Links to
additional organisations and resources are provided on
this website, including Wikipedia, eSanskrit, the
Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, the Vedic Foundation, the
American Sanskrit Institute, and the Shaiva
manuscripts. Some of the websites and other resources
relating to Sanskrit and Indian studies are as below:
®  Sanskritlinks.blogspot.com
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Kalidas.blogspot.com
Sanskritbhasha.blogspot.com
samskritham.wordpress.com
Yaajushi.blogspot.com
Sanskritquote.blogspot.com
http:/ /sanskritvoice.com
http:/ /www .sanskrit.eduitc
http:/ /samskrutam.com/sanksrit/resources/webs
ites.aspx

Additionally, several institutions and pieces of
software are involved in the development of Sanskrit.
The brain of a computer system is software. The
computer system's hardware will not function without
software programmes. Operating systems and
application software are two categories of software.
Different government departments, including the
Centre for Development of Advanced Computing
(CDAC) at Poona, TDIL under the Department of IT of
the Government of India, ILDC, JNU, and other NGOs
like CIRD, the Academy of Sanskrit Research at
Melkote, among others, are developing computer
applications for Sanskrit as well as programmes to
process Sanskrit in computers.
3. Conclusion

The study of computers in Sanskrit is essentially

the most pertinent subject nowadays. Although the
technological side is advanced, there are still numerous
technical issues with computer system research.
Sanskrit text is not available for computer study to
them, therefore according to the survey results from the
Sanskrit students, they do not regard the requirement
of the study of the computer. Sanskrit should be used
as the computer study's primary language of
communication in order to improve the effectiveness of
every classroom's lessons. Similar to how the lessons
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were taught, which were presented using Power Point,
they were quickly and effectively explained. There are
many sources and materials on Sanskrit, and there is
more information available on websites with Sanskrit-
related content. However, all material on the specified
topic has links to further resources. Any computer-
related information with a Sanskrit-related topic may
be searched for to locate an odd blog or website relating
to it. Sanskrit-related websites are most useful to
academics and scholars. Additionally, creating a new
framework for Sanskrit and ICT is difficult. But using
computers and digital technology to popularise
Sanskrit is a solid step in that direction. It's noteworthy
to note that astrologers and Vastuvids still use
computers to make predictions and to calculate
auspicious dates, periods, and other crucial forecasts
using software.
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Delineation of rasa according to the
Natyasastra of Bharata.
Dr. Bidisha Misra

Abstract - Bharata who is considered to be the author
of the Natyasastra has systemized the well developed
art of music and dance of the vedic era. it contains 36
chapters and more than six thousand verses. Minute
details of dramatic art are there in the Natyasastra. It is
believed amongst scholars that the date of composition
of the Natyasastra is somewhere between second
century BC to second century AD. The rasa theory is
perhaps the most important chapter of the Natyasastra
is in chapter six. This theory has stimulated both
creativity and critical discourse in the Indian arts for
nearly two thousand years. Rasa refers to aesthetic
experience. This unique experience or rasananda is
said almost to be equivalent to the brahmananda.

Key words - rasa, aesthetic pleasure, sahrdaya,
dramatic expression, bhavas.

Introduction -  The text of the Natyasastra is an
encyclopedic work covering topics of literature,
poetry, drama, architecture, sculpture, painting, music
and dance, construction of a stage to genres of acting,
body movements, make up and costumes, role and
goals of an art director, grammar, the musical scale
and what not. All the Indian arts have branced from its
comprehensive treatment of artistic experience,
expression and communication content. Muni Bharata
who is considered to be the author of the Natyasastra
has systematize the well developed art of music and
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dance of the vedic era. It contains 36 chapters and more
than six thousand verses. Fifth veda or Natyaveda is
the other name of this sastra as the word or speech is
extracted from Rigveda, music and song are from
Samaveda, the art of acting histrionic expressions from
Yajurveda and the elements of rasa from
Atharvaveda."” Minute details of dramatic art are there
in the Natyasastra.

It is believed amongst scholars that the date of
composition of the Natyasastra is somewhere between
second century BC to second century AD. Prior to that,
there were such works separately on drama or dance or
music or existed in oral forms. Bharata compiled all the
prevalent works and oral traditions into one huge
comprehensive text. Kalidasa accredited Bharata muni
as the author of the Natyasastrain his Vikramorvashiya
—1II-7 and Kumarasambhava (7-91).

There are 36 chapters in the Natyasastra. The
rasa theory is perhaps the most important chapter of
the Natyasastrais in chapter six. In chapter VI Bharata
mentions that the eleven aspects are very important to
define the picture of drama in so far as the author and
the actor are concerned. There are eight types of rasas,
the ninth santa rasais added later, eight sthayibhavas,
thirty three sanchari bhavas, eight satvika bhavas are
there. Abhinaya which is histrionic expression is of
four types — sattvika, vacika, angika and aharya. Vritti
which is mode of expression and pravritti which is
regional identity are of four types each, bharat,
sattvati, Kaishiki and arabhati, avanti, dakshinatya,
odrimagadhi and panchalamadhyama respectively .
Siddhi, the success is of two types daivi and Manusi.
Svara is of seven notes sa, ri, ga, ma, pa, da, ni. Ranga
the theatre is three forms Chaturasra, Vikrishta and
tyasra. These are the essence of Natyasastra. The
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rupaka or natyakrtiis enacted on the stage and the
audience gets the desired aesthetic pleasure.

The theory of rasa has been enumerated by
Bharata in the sixth chapter of the Natyasastra which
has stimulated both creativity and critical discourse in
the Indian arts for nearly two thousand years. Indian
Dramaturgy and rhetoric offer the idea of rasa in
dramatic expression or poetry in a unique way. Rasa
refers to aesthetic experience, colloquially it can be
translated to taste. Experience of rasa is a kind of
generalization with the character and the story. This
individual experience is tasted through the expression
of Bhava. The mind of a spectator or sahrdaya can
experience the rasas when the bhavas or permanent
moods are being expressed. This sahArdaya is not just
any one, he is a person who has a good aesthetic taste
and a sensitive heart.

These rasa and bhava are interdependent as rasa
can not be experienced without bhava and bhava has
no existence if rasa is not produced. Rasa is kind of a
knowledge. It is one of its own kind. Bhavas, the
emotions have no meaning in the absence of rasa.

Rasa and bhava occupy a significant treatment
by Bharata. For the embellishment of a dramatic
presentation  abhinaya, dharmi,  vritti  pravritti,
siddhi, svara, atodya, gana and ranga are required.
But according to Bharata, rasa (aesthetic pleasure) is
produced (rasanispatti) from a samyoga (combination)

of vibhavas (determinants) and anubhavas
(consequents) and complementary(sancari) or
deviant(vyabhicari) transient feelings “tatra

vibhavanubhavavyabhicarisamyogadrasanispattih®.
These vibhavas, anubhavas and vyabhicari

bhavas are known as causes, effects and auxiliaries in

the spoken language. Rasa accompanied by these
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bhavas become the source of ananda “Yatha hi
nanavyanjanausadhidravyasamyogadrasanispattir-
bhavati ........... tatha nanabhavopagata api sthayino
bhava rasatvamapnuvantiti’,

Then the question arises, what are these
vibhavas, anubhavas and vyabhicaribhavas? Bharata
explains vibhavas ( the determinants) are the causes
of feeling in a spectator’. Basically vibhavas are the
words or actions or expressions of actor that involves
teelings in the audience. Anubhava ( the consequent) is
the effect which is made to feel things by means of
gestures and movements of major and minor limbs.
Voluntary expressions like smile, shedding tears,
laughter, scary looks, angry looks etc. are considered as
anubhava.

Thus vibhavas and anubhavas create a sattlva
state. The vibhavas are of two types — alambana
vibhavas and uddipana vibhavas. Hero and heroines
are considered as alambana and seasons, flowers etc.
are the uddipana. All human beings have some basic
emotions like joy, sorrow, anger, fear etc. that drive our
overall behavior, these inherent emotions are called
sthayibhava or static emotion such as love etc. is of
eight types. In the Natyasastra there are eight
sthayibhavas — Rati (love), hasa (mirth), soka (sorrow),
Krodha (anger), Utsaha (fortitude), bhaya (fear),
Jugupsa (disgust), vismaya (Wonder).

The emotions those do not have stability like
vibhavas, sthayibhavas but rise, exist, and vanish
quickly are called sancari bhava or vyabhicari bhava
are the auxiliary or temporary feetings in human
beings. Bharata lists as many as 33 transitory feelings.
Those are - nirveda (aversion), glani (depression),
sanka (doubt), asuya (envy), mada (intoxication),
srama (weariness), alasya (indolence), dainya
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(piteousness), cinta (sorrow), moha (passion), smrti
(recollection), dhrti (Courage), vrida (shame), capalata
(waywardness), harsa (Joy), avega (agitation), Jadata
(stupor), garva (arrogance), visada (despair),
anautsukya (inquisitiveness), nidra (sleep), apsmara
(epilepsy), supta (dream),  vibudha (awakening),
amarsa (indignation), avahitta (concealment), ugrata
(ferocity), mati (knowledge) vyadhi (sickness),
unmada (insanity), marana (death), trasa (fright) and
vitanka (deliberation).

These bhavas are subordinates to the principal
rasa. The sentiment is caused by the vibhavas,
expressed by the anubhavas and nourished by sancari
bhavas becomes rasa. When the sthayibhava, the
permanent mood is experienced due to vibhava,
anubhava and vyabhicari then it becomes rasa. They
are called Natya rasa which is very important in any
kind of art presentation.

Bharata has classified rasas into eight-sringara
(amorous), hasya (humorous), karuna (pathetic),
raudra (furious), vira(Valorous), Bhayanaka (horrifi),
bibhatsa (repugnant), adbhuta (wondrous). He has
also indicated the corresponding colours and presiding
deities of all the eight rasas. All the rasas have several
sub divisions — sringara rasa has two sub-divisions —
sambhoga and vipralambha. Here anga the action,
neepathya — the costume and vak — the speech vary
correspondingly. Hasya rasa has six subdivisions —
smita,  hasita, vihasita,  upahasita,  apahasita,
atihasita, karuna has got three subdivisions —
manasika, vacika, angika, vira rasa is divided into
danavira, dharmavira, and yuddhavira. vyaja,
aparadha, and vitrasita are the threefold divisions of
bhayanaka rasa. Bibhatsa rasahas two subdivisions —
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shuddhaja and udvegaja. Adbhuta rasa has also two
subdivisions — divyajaand anandaja.

So from the above discussion we can surmised
that Bharata is not in favour of admitting santa as a
separate rasa. In the Kavyamala and Kasi editions of
Bharata’s work, it is very much prominent that Bharata
was in favour of only eight rasas. Only in the Gaekwad
edition of Chapter VI of Bharata’s work reveals that
Bharata has accepted sanfa as the ninth rasa. ©

In the rasasufra, Bharata is silent about the
meaning of the words samyoga or nispatti. So this
rasa-sutra  has been interpreted by different
rhetoricians in various way. The interpreters are -
Bhatta Lollata, Bhatta Samkuka, Bhatta Nayaka, and
Abhinavagupta. = According to  Abhinavagupta,
Bhattalollata appears to be the first commentator on
Bharata’s rasasutra who opined that rasa is primarily
produced in the original hero or heroine whose
character is imitated by the actor on the stage. Later Sri
Sankuka contradicted Bhtta Lollata’s opinion and
furnished that the unique, poetic inference of the
supposed  permanent emotion in the actor alone
generates charms in the  spectators. Still later,
Bhattnayaka another reputed commentator,
condemned these two arguments outright and gave
the opinion that rasa is experienced by the audience
only as a result of the histrionic expression of an actor
who portrays the emotions pertaining to the character
described in the play. But Abhinavagupta was not
convinced by the reasoning of Bhattanayaka. So he
examined the views of all the three commentators in his
commentary Abhinavabharati (Ch.VI) and established
with analytical reasoning that the permanent emotions
originate in the hero or heroine and in the audience
which become sublimated and are changed into a
universal experience of the audience. Then the audience
gets delighte with a continuous feeling of joy, which is
known as carvana or rasa. The vibhavas and
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amubhavas which are described by the poet give away
their individual character and turn into general
character by eliminating from them the character of
individuality. Abhinavagupta also reveals that due to
the make-up and attire of the actor, he becomes the real
hero in the eyes of the spectators. All the previous
connections and influences with the real hero like Rama
etc. of the audience are manifeste by some bodily
reactions like perspiration, harripilation etc., which
shows that the spectators completely enter into the
emotions of the actor. So rasa is nothing but this
generalized emotions which render into aesthetic
pleasure of the audience.
Conclusion

This manifestation becomes the source of
transcendent charm and is spoken as rasa. This
rasananda is said almost to be equivalent to the
brahmananda.
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The Foundation of Yoga according to the
Upanishads

Dr. Jagamohan Acharya

Abstract

Upanishad is the path of knowledge of the Veda.
Upanishad is an ocean spiritual manasa from which the
stream of knowledge are continuously flowing in this
world and purifying the heart of all the human beings.
The Upanishad is the principal of Indian philosophical
thinking.

The yoga its style of practice and different
divisions have been described in the Upanishads. The
spiritual learning of the Upanishad is based on the soil
of yoga. The Upanishad is the base of liberation.
Liberation is impossible without transcendental
knowledge and transcendental knowledge cannot be
attained without yoga. Thus it appears that the yoga
has an interrelation with the Upanishads.

Yoga is admitted as the best resources for self-
realization. Yoga is explained on more than one times
in the Upanishads. With main subject matter of
Upanishads, yoga has been determined completely in
some of the Upanishads and yoga has been discussed
casually in some Upanishad.

The characteristics of yoga have been
determined in different manners in different
Upanishads. Unconditional peace of mind is called
yoga. The nature of mind is fickleness. It is always
moving. But the restless mind is lack of knowledge that
means that is ignorance. Keep the mind under own
control and connect the mind with super mind is yoga
.Yoga means connection, link, association, union, tie etc.
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Yoga is nothing but self-control of the mind from its
function and the act of considering the ultimate reality
in whole is called knowledge. Yoga is restraint of
mental action. The unmoving condition of the sense
organ is called yoga. This is called yoga where there is
no survival of other thing excepting the individual soul
and the supreme soul. Yoga is restrained of sense
organs from their own function and unification of mind
and soul. The internal and external link of the
individual soul and the supreme soul is called yoga.

According to the Upanishad the root is yujiryoge
with the suffix ghan. The meaning is yujate anena iti. It
meaning is to be connected or united. Patanjali has
used the word yoga from the root yuj and the meaning
is meditation. Mediation is the path of connection. This
is the style of philosophy. Upanishad point is yoga is
the way of samyoga, connection, link of the soul and
supreme soul, mind and the super mind human body
to sacred body etc.

Different varieties of yoga have been mentioned
in different manner, like pursuance of the excellence,
function and manner of human being. Yoga is divided
into different varieties like two varieties, three varieties,
four varieties, eight variety in different Upanisads.
The yogic topics like jnanayoga, karma yoga, mantra
yoga, lay yoga, hatha yoga, raja yoga, kundalini,
satcakra etc are discussed in the Upanishads.

Introduction

Upanishad is the pride of the Indian Philosophy
and culture. The Upanishad is the path of the Vedas.
The thought of Upanishad activate the initial inner
inspiration of the human soul. From the Upanishads
various streams of thoughts can be obtained. In the
Upanishad along with a picture of truth we get

193



e Vol. XXIV ISSN 2320-2025

indications as the basic facts of religion. Upanishad is
the best and highest teaching of our religion. So
Upanishad is related to our daily life. The Upanishad is
the sources of energy and inspiration to the soul.

The aim of the Upanishad is to search for truth.
In the various ways the truth is reveal. The reality of
Brahman can be grasped through self-realization.
Complete joy and peace which is god is the mans
highest and ultimate goal. Brahman, knowledge of
Brahma, self-realization etc are the main subject of
Upanishad. With the main subject matter of Upanishad
yoga has been also discussed casually or elaborately in
some Upanishad. Yoga is the path of achievement of
the ultimate goal of Upanishad. The main dealing of
Upanishad is to attain the supreme soul. Yoga is the
mediator to fulfill this goal. Brahman can be known by
sravana, manana, and nididyasana.

According to paingalopanisad, the act of hearing
the spiritual advices from preceptor with a respectful
bent of mind is called sravana. The act of searching for
the meaning of things heard in a lonely place is
manana. The determination of mind with perfect
attention of the meaning is nididhyasa. Nididhyasa is
knowledge of science. Sravana of the cause of manana,
manaan is the cause of nididhyasa and nididhyasa is
the cause of attaining Brahman. This is the path and
process of yoga. Yoga is one of the means to attain
Brahman .By practicing yoga and knowledge one may
realize Brahman. After yoga inner soul can be purified,
the sense organs, mind, intellect can be organized, then
Brahman can be realized.

The root of yoga philosophy is planted in the
Upanishad. And the eight fold division of yoga is also
discussed.
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Meaning of the word Yoga

The word yoga has been formed by the root yujir
yoge, in the means to be united, yuj samadhau in the
meaning meditation, samadhi scittavrttinirodha, yuj
samyamane.

The word has been used in different meanings.
According to the Upanisadic point of view yuwjir yoge”
yujyate anena iti yogah. Meditation is the main point of
Patanjali. In meditation connection of one to other is
yoga. Mostly union is yoga which is reflected in our
ancient text. Meditation is also the union. Meditation is
the path of emancipation. Emancipation means
detached means viyoga. This viyaoga is yoga. Then the
root yuj samadhau is important. Samadhi is the pre
step of detached and yoga is upper step of union. This
is original yoga. Dictionary meaning of the yoga is, the
act of yoking joining, attaching, harnessing, putting to,
team, vehicle, conveyance, application, performance,
occasion, opportunity, union, combination, contact
with, connection, relation,, concentration of thoughts,
abstract contemplation, meditation and self-realization
etc.

Yoga is connection union etc. this connection is
not ordinary connection. Human spirit may attain
complete union with supreme sprit are isvara. The
union is individual soul with the universal soul.
Yajnavalkyas view is “union of afma and paramatma is
yoga'. [samyoga yogaiti ukto jivatmaparamatmanayah,
sarvasarsanasamgrahha.]

This union is Samadhi. Samadhi means
samyavastha of jivatma and paramatma. Vyasa in his
vyasabhasya said ‘yogah samadhih’ [yogabhasya, 2.1]
yoga is Samadhi samyavastha.so yoga is possible in all
ground of citta. Samadhi become successful only when
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there is union between concentrated mind and the
object to be meditated.
Yogic tradition

The anusasana of yoga is ancient. Yoga is our
ancient monument. Very common use of the word yoga
is connection. The word connection has created an
internal secret meaning by the philosophers. Many
places of the Vedas yoga have been mentioned. [RV,
153, 1.18.7., 1.30.7; SV 163, 742, 743; VS .1.14;
AV.20.26.1 etc.]

Both the word Yoga and Yogi has been praised.
Prayer of god is yoga which is reflected in Vedas. The
idea of yogic science developed in Brahmana,
Aranyaka, Upanisad and Puranas. Most of the Puranas
has show the process of yoga with its divisions. Yoga
has been described as emancipation. Emancipation is
possible after deep meditation. Meditation is successful
after self- realization. Self realization is the cause of
control of mind. In yogic science mind is first and
foremost important chapter.

Srimadbhagavatgita is the foundation stone and
the star building of yoga. If we want to discuss may be
all the slokas of Gita is related with yoga. The
unattachment starts from visada and end in moska.
According to Yogasastra when a man forsakes all his
thinking, that dissolute condition of mind is called
yoga. Yajnavalkyasamhita say, ‘connection of
individual self and supreme self is yoga’ [1.44, samyoga
yoga iti ukto jivatmaparamatmanoh]

Yogavasistha mentioned that yoga is crossing of
this ocean of wuniverse [samsarottarane yuktir
yogasabdena kathyate, 6.1.13.3]

Upanishad Yoga

The Upanishad is the spiritual manasa lake from

which the stream of knowledge continuously flowing

196



e Vol. XXIV ISSN 2320-2025

in this world and purifying the heart of all human
beings. The theory and practice of yoga have been
described in the Upanishads. The spiritual learning of
the Upanishad is the based on the soil of yoga. The
Upanishad is the base of emancipation. Emancipation is
impossible  without transcendental knowledge.
Transcendental knowledge cannot be attained without
yoga,. Yoga is admitted as the best means for self-
realization.

The characteristic of yoga has been determined
in different manners in Upanishads.

Mahopanisad- The means for complete peace of
mind is called yoga. [manah prasamanopayo yoga iti
abhidhiyate, 5.42]

Sandilya upanisad- Yoga is restraint of mental
action. [yogas fadvrttirodhah, 1.41]

Kathopanisad- The motionless condition of the
sense organ is called yoga [fam yoga iti manyante
sthiram indriyadharanam, 2.3.11]

Aksyupanisad- here there is no existence of
other thing excepting the individual soul and the
supreme soul is called yoga.[avedanam vidur yogam
cittaksayam akrtriman,1.2.3]

Maitrayanyupanisad- Yoga is restraint of the
sense organs from their own function and unification of
mind and soul.[6.25]

Yogasikhopanisad- The combination of duals
like anus and soul, rajas and retas, the sun and the
moon, that the individual soun and the supreme soul
are called yoga. [1.68-69]

Mind in the Upanishad

Mind is the most powerful and king of the sense
organs. Mind is the cause of all positive and negative
behavior. Mahopanisad say, peace of mind is yoga.
Peace is the key point. The nature of mind is fickleness.
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Mind always moving and the restless of mind is
ignorance. The mahopanisad said, ‘destruction of mind
is destruction of ignorance’ [esa eva manonasastv
avidyanasah, 4.109]

For salvation it is necessary to keep the mind
under control. Mind is the cause of bondage and
emancipation of a person. Both attachments with body
and detachment of over body are hold by mind. It
moves both anger and jealousy.Restraint of mind is
yoga. Mind without its function is called restraint of
mind. Motion is the nature of mind, so the motionless
or action less or mind is yoga.

Kathopanisad says, yoga is quite condition of the
sense organs. The sense organs always like to attach
with his own objects. This is called restlessness of sense
organ but the act of divesting the sense organs from
their own objects is action less position of sense organs.
When the sense organs become inactive means
controlled mind gradually attached to Brahman and all
the desires and doubts of mind is removed. So the
kathopanisad mentioned that whose sense organs are
not inactive they can never attain the supreme soul.
[kathopanisad, 1.2.24]

According to aksyupanisad sensation of no
other thing save the individual soul and supreme soul
is yoga. After the control of mind all the sorrow and
troubles disappear. Then the mind is dissolved in the
soul and only truth is remains.

Maitrayanyupanisad is said yoga is the union of
mind and soul after separation from all types of
thinking. The supreme soul sustains two types of soul,
prana and surya. Prana is inner soul and surya is the
outer soul. With the help of practicing yoga the sense
organs become inactive and mind of the yogi becomes
concentrated and the doors of the emancipation open.
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Yogasikhopanisad point our that, the dual connection is
yoga. The connection like apana and prana, rajas and
taijas, surya and candra, individual soul and supreme
soul.atc. The knowledge of individual soul and the
supreme soul is called yoga and union is these two is
yoga.
Nirvanopanisad

Yoga perfected through truth is the true
monastery. [satyasiddhi yogo mathah33]. Yoga is
union with the self. This self is attained through truth
and through rejects of untruth.Purity of mind leads to
perfect knowledge. With self knowledge Brahman is
identity. 7Zaittiriyopanishad [2.1.1] says ‘knower of
brhman attains the supreme statuses. Mind restraint
self control is their patched garment. [ Nirvanopanisad,
manonirodhini kantha, 37] Cloth protects body against
cold, heat etc. So also the mind detached from sense
objects because of constant dwelling upon Brahma
protect the yogis against cold and heat etc. Union of the
soul either Brahman one sets blissful nature of the self.
[Nirvanopanisad:  yogena  sadananda  svarupa-
darshanam, 38]. Various grades of happiness mention
in taittiriyopanisad. The increasing levels of happiness
are associated with increasing level of vastness of the
self with which the individual identifies himself. The
degrees of happiness are only the expression of the
supreme bliss of the true self. In nirvikalpaka samadhi
one attains this supreme bliss.
Kaivalyopanisad

Seeking a solitary peace, sitting in a comfort
posture, maintaining internal and external purity and
keeping the neck, head, and body erect, is meditation.
[Kaivalyopanisad, 4] A man of self restraint should
resort to a solitary peace for mediation on the self or
Brahman. Meditation is internal and external
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purification of the being. There is only one path, the
path of purity which leads to divinity. External purity
related to body and its external environment. Internal
purity is related to mind and its internal environment.
Practice of yoga is possible to purify the internal and
external parts of our body.

Amritabindopanisad

Mind is mainly twofold that is pure and impure.
Impure mind is that which hankers after objects of
desire and the pure mind is that which is free from
desire. [Amritabindopanisad, 1] The various steps of
mind like super mind, illuminated mind, over mind etc.
Mind is the cause of bondage and liberation. When
engrossed in sense organ is bondage when release from
sense organs is liberation. [Amritabindopanisad, 2]

The mind should be restraint. So long till it
dissolves in the heart. This is jnana (self realization) and
dhyan (meditation) the rest is mere argumentation and
verbosity. A yogi restraint the mind with the firm
conviction that nothing else exists apart from atman
and nothing over originated out of this atman. Being
one with that consciousness, the yogi attains intuitive
realization of atman.

Muktikopanisad

According to muktikopanisad method of mind
control is study of spiritual knowledge, association
with religious people, complete renunciation of desire
and control of pulsation of life force. These are the
perfect method to control the mind. [muktikopanisad
44-45] Mind cannot control by force, the Upanishad say
those ignorant people who want to conquer the mind
by force they want to bind the frenzied elephant with
lotus fiber [ muktikopanisad 47]There are two seeds for
the tree of the mind, one is pulsation of prana (vital
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energy) and the second 1is intense desire.|

muktikopanisad 48]

The seven grounds of Yoga

The mahopanisad [5.23-25] and varahopanisad
[4.1-2] describe seven ground of yoga. These are known
as knowledge. The salvation arising from these seven
grounds. These seven grounds are, 1. subheccha 2.
vicarana 3. tanumanasi 4. sattvapatti 5.asamsakti 6.
padartha bhavana 7. turyaga.

Yogatattvopanisad have described the four
stages of yoga. That is, 1. arambha 2. ghata 3. paricaya
4. nispati
Kinds of Yoga

Exercise is not yoga, but this is the path of yogic
realization. Physical, ethical, spiritual, meditation all
are the path of yoga. The realization of yoga means that
by which physical, mental, and intellectual strength of
the yogi is expressed and he is emancipated from this
painful world both internal and external. The principal
menas of yoga is union. This union is one world to
another. These union depends in varieties of yogic
practices all the varieties of accomplishment depends
on concentration of mind. Because without
concentration of mind with sense organs nothing is
complete successfuilly.the different varieties of yoga
has been mentioned in pursuance of the quality,
function, and manner of human being. Varieties of yoga
are mentioned but all the varieties are in one way that
is emancipation.The varieties of yoga mentioned in the
Upanishad are different.

According to the Upanishads-
Trisikhibrahmanopanisad-[23] Yoga is divided into
two varieties that is,jnanayoga and karmayoga.
Yogatattvopanisad-[19] There are four varieties of
yoga, namely mantrayoga, layayoga, hathayoga and
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rajayoga. Asthangayogas are also discussing in this
Upanishad.

Svetasvataropanisad-[{113] Dyanayoga is yoga.
Yogarajopanisad-[1.2] and  Yogasikhopanisad-
[1.129] Four types of yogas are mantrayoga,
hathayoga, layayoga and rajayoga
Varahopanisad[1.10]Three types are mantrayoga,
layayoga, hathayoga.

Sandilyopanisad-{11] Eight types of yogas are
described.

Mantrabhahmanopanisad[1/1]Eeight types of yoga
are discussed.

Jabaladarsanopanisad|1.3] Eeight types of yoga are
discussed.

Advayatarakopanisad|1] and
mandalabrahmanopanisad|1.3]= Mainly two types
of yoga namely, tarakayoga and amanaskayoga.The
taraka yoga is also two types, murtitaraka and
amurtitarka.

Much more Upanishads are discussing about the
yoga and varieties.In general the varieties of yoga
according to Upanishad are, 1. jnanayoga 2. karmayoga
3. mantrayoga 4. layayoga 5. hathayoga 6. rajayoga
7.dhyanayoga 8. astangayoga 9. tarakayoga 10.
amanaskayoga etc.

Problem and solution

In the path of yoga a yogi must be face obstacles.
So yogi can not reach his target without patience. With
the patience yogi can cross the stairs one after another
and then gradually cross his goal. The Upanishads
describe the obstacle of the path of the yoga. According
to yogatattvopanisad [30-31] laziness, pride, deceitful
talk, accomplishment of mantara, greed for women etc.
are the obstacle during practice of yoga.
Amrtanadopanisad mention fear, anger, laziness,

202



e Vol. XXIV ISSN 2320-2025

unnecessary sleep, unnecessary waking, unlimited
food, starvation are the obstacle of the path of yoga.
The yogi should forsake these obstacles. All these are
depends upon mind, the kenopanisad said; the
supreme Brahman can be obtained by fapa, dama and
karma. [4.8] Sama, vicara, santosha and satsanga are the
door keeper of emancipation. Mundakopanisad say
that the devotee devoid of all demerits attains Brahman
remaining in his own body in the form of luster
through truthfulness, austerity and observance of
brahmacarya.[3.11.5]  Pasupatabrahmopanisad also
mention the same . Paravidya can be mastered by truth,
austerity, and brahmacarya.[22]

The Brahman is to be obtained through sravana,
manana, and nididyasana. Mind is both pure and
impure. Mind without desire is pure and with desire is
impure. Impure mind is the cause of bondage of human
being and the pure mind brings emancipation.
[maitrayanupanisad, 4.6-11, brahmabinoupanisad, 1]
Conclusion

Yoga means both samyoga and viyoga.
Samyogais not possible without viyoga and the process
of yogaviyoga is depends upon the mind. So yoga is
cittavrtti nirodhoh. Protest to function of mind is yoga.

Yoga is the matter of self realization. All cannot
realize equally. Each yogi can have realized according
to his capacity. The method of practice of all is not
same. Each Yogi has practice as per his goal. Although
the goal of all is same but the processes is different. In
all process mind with sense organs are the cause of
emancipation. Transformation of the sat- cit- ananda in
this body is the proper yoga. The body is the temple of
the gods. The Upanishads also say the body is the
temple of shive and it can attain all types of
success.| yogasikhopanisad,1.168 ;skandopanisad,10] In
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Upanishad yoga, it is said that human body is the place
of many pilgrimages, gods, lokas, Vedas, matras etc.
Knowledge arises from yoga and involvement of yoga
comes from knowledge. A complete idea of yoga and
its positive and negative reaction for human being is
completely discussed in the Upanishads.
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Health through Yoga

Dr. Rohit A. Talwalkar

Abstract

In this world there are different diseases crop up.
Corona is one of them. Its adverse effect on our body
and mind. Fear also increases because of corona.
Teachings of Patanjali are useful even today. Yoga is
boon to mankind. This paper focuses how yoga is
useful for curing and preventing corona and how fear
vanishes through yoga meditation.

Key words: Corona, health and yoga

Introduction

Health is the most important among all things.
World Health Organization defines health as “health is
a state of complete physical mental and social well-
being and not merely absence of disease.” Scientists are
busy in studying in nature of corona virus. In front of
doctors presently three challenges. First rescue the
corona virus patients. Second those who are not yet
corona patient doesn’t let them be corona. And third
eliminate the futile anxiety of corona.Stress affects
immunity. In such a situation meditation is aboon those
in distress, and to humanity. It has been proved that
meditation is most of the time better than medication.
The word meditation is derived from Latin verb
‘mederi” which means to heal. To get freedom from
tension one has to practice meditation.
Yoga meditation

In English Dictionary word meditation is not
explained clearly. It is defined as ‘to reflect upon’, or to
contemplate. But in Sanskrit, Chinese and Japanese
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language it has explained precisely. It means to make
the mind free from disturbing thoughts.

Sogyal Rinpoche says, “The gift of learning to
meditate is the greatest gift you can give yourself in this
life.”!

A man is one who is master of his mind.The
English word “man” is derived from Sanskrit Vman
which means mind. To be master of your mind is the
meaning of being man.

The word yoga is derived from Sanskrit Vyuy
which means to join. Yoga-darsana is one of the
important darsana-s. Darsana means direct experience.
Yoga-darsana is also called rdjayoga-sastra,
bharatiyamanasa-sastra and patanjala-yoga-sastra. One
can improve physical, mental and emotional condition
with the help of yoga. Yoga speaks about mind-body
relationship.

Yoga advocates control over body, senses and
mind, and recommends its perfection.

Yamaniyamasananaprana g/éma pratyaharadhara
nadhyanasamadhayostavangani.

Control, vows, posture, bioenergy control,
withdrawal of senses from their objects, concentration,
meditation and intense contemplation are eight limbs
of yoga.

Non-violence, truthfulness, non-stealing,
celibacy and non-hoarding are yamas. Cleanliness,
contentment, austerity, self-study and surrender to God
are niyamas.

Stable and comfortable pose is dsana.
Sthirasukhamasanam.”

Pranayama

Prana means vital energy. It is also called
citiSakti. Pranayama has two component parts. Prana +
Ayama. Ayam means extension or control. Pranayama
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is not only control of breath but union of citiSakti with
universal power through medium of breath.

Through control of breath one can attain
cittavrttinirodh makes brain active. Control over vital
energy and extension of that energy are the purpose of
Pranayama.

According to yoga, diseases and ailments are
due to faulty ways of living, and bad habits. Since the
cause of disease lies in the mistakes of the individual,
its cure also lies in correcting those mistakes by the
same individual. Man is enemy as well as friend of
oneself. Man becomes ill because of ignorance of his
own nature. With help of yoga one realizes own
nature, and as a result he removes bad habits. Thus,
man is responsible for causing as well as curing his
diseases.

V of all misery ailments is mind. All diseases
originate in the mind first. The mere idea, I may catch
cold prepares body for reception of germs. Meditation
develops will powerand frees the mind from wrong
notion. With meditation the physiology undergoes a
change and every cell in the body is filled with more
prana (energy). This results in enthusiasm, joy and
peace as the level of prana in the body increases.
Meditation brings brainwave pattern into an alpha state
that promotes healing. Meditation brings personal
transformation.

In the Harvard University research is going on
how yoga practicesare useful on anxiety of corona
virus. And they have realized by practice of yoga
meditation one can get total relaxation. One patient
who is corona positive by practice of yoga his result is
negative.
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e Ashwini Garg, captain within the
service provider navy for 15 years, didn’t enable
Corona to dominate herself.

e He won the battle towards Corona even after
Corona reported positive 5 times.

He claims that doing yoga for 2 weeks will increase

WBC within the blood. Mental energy additionally

elevated.*

Cleanliness is also one of the important steps of
noble eight-fold path. By external cleaning (body face
and hands) one can prevent corona virus.

Mauna

Silence is an old form of austerity. It is of two
kinds. Akara Mauna in which gestures, sign is allowed.
But absence of speech in the Akara Mauna. This is not
great and not useful in spiritual practice. Another
Mauna is Kashtha Mauna which is useful for spiritual
practice. Kashta is wood. In this Mauna not only
absence of speech but also gestures, signs and writings
etc. By observing noble silence, one acquires the power
to refrain from useless talk and rude words.

Speech is tejomaya according to Chhandogya
Upanisada. The gross portion of the tejas goes to
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constitute bone, the middle portion to form marrow,
and subtle portion to speech. Speech is a very powerful
energy. 70% of the energy goes waste in the idle
gossiping, if that energy is saved by Mauna that can be
used for meditation. By practicing maun one can stop
spreading germs of corona virus from saliva.
Conclusion

In today’s competitive and stressful world, and
fast life, meditation plays a very important role.
Meditation brings relaxation to the mind. Relaxation of
mind is relaxation of brain and mind. Meditation offers
peace and energy to the practitioner.

Teachings of patanjali are useful even today.
Yoga is non-sectarian, and scientific techniques to
observe mind and body. Yoga meditation cures
diseases and destroys stress.

Yoga meditation will never do harm or will
never have any adverse effect as some medicines.This
technique of meditationis beneficial for physical and
mental help of individual. Yoga practices of dsanas and
meditation etc. may yield beneficial results even in
absence of one’s subscription to its philosophy.

Yoga meditation destroys futile anxiety. Yoga
meditation is one of the tools to cure corona patients.
With help of Yoga one can prevent corona.
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The Vedic Dialogue Hymn of Sarama and the
Panis

Dr. Yogini H Vyas

The Veda signifies the epiphany of the present
cycle of the humanity known as the Aryan Race. The
Vedic heritage preserves the best of a previous cycle
and marks the beginning of another which owes its
fundamental inspiration to the revelation enshrined in
the Hymnal. Vedic mythology occupies a very
important position in the study of the history of
religions. Its mythology deals with a number of
coordinate nature gods of varying importance. The
dialogue or conversation hymns of the Rigveda appear
to be the origin of the Buddhist dialogue poem. The
Sanskrit term for this genre akhyana. According to
Max muller, dialogue was repeated at sacrifices in
honour of the Marutas or that possibly it was acted by
two parties, one representing Indra, the other the
Marutas, and their followers™. The opinion of
Winternitz is something different. According to him,
'Most of these hymns are simply ballads of the half
epic, half dramatic type, though not real dramas, as
some scholars have thought them to be."*”

The myth of Sarama and the Panis is found in
the Rigveda 10.108. The hymn, as Griffith notes, 'is a
colloquy between Sarama, the messenger of the gods or
of Indra and the Panis or envious demons who have

2% Max Muller, 'Sacred Books of the East, Vol.32, P.182
25 Winternitz, "A History of Indian Literature, Vol. I, P103
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carried off the cows or rays of light which Indra wishes
to recover.””"

But according to Macdonell, the hymn is about
"the capture by Indra of the cows of the Panis... (who)
possess herds of cows which they keep hidden in a cave
tfar beyond the Rasd, a mythical river. Sarama, Indra's
messenger, tracks the cows and asks for them in Indra's
name, but is mocked by the Panis.**”"

Clearly, there is a basic difference in the above
descriptions of the myth. Girffith's description suggests
that the cows were stolen by the Panis and are sought
to be recovered by Indra; Macdonell's description
suggests that the cows belong to the Panis and are
coveted by Indra.

The Panis address Sarama who has found her
way to the rocky stronghold in which the stolen cows
are imprisoned. The Panis inquire Sarama: 'With what
intension has Sarama come to this place? Verily the
way is long and difficult to be traversed by the
persevering. What is the motive of thy coming to us?
What sort of wandering was thine? How has thou
crossed the Rasa's™ water?"

In response to this query, Sarama tells them that
she is the messenger of Indra and has moved out to
recover from them the precious things they had kept
concealed with them. As regards the crossing of the
river Rasd, that could be accomplished on account of

*Griffith T.H. Hymns of the Rigveda (complete translation). P.550
*” Macdonell A.A. The Vedic Mythology P.92

*% Rash is in the this place a mythical stream that flows round the
atmosphere and the earth. It appears to be a river of the Panjab,
probably an affluent of the Indus. Griffith T.H. Hymns of the
Rigveda, P.550.
cat AT EHIE: 3 & SR T |

FRHTRI: F IRAHEHICR TR A G| Fveq:- 10-108-1

236



e Vol. XXIV ISSN 2320-2025

the river's fear of transgression from Indra. Having
heard of Indra, they inquired of her as to what Indra
was the sort as whose messenger she had come from
such a long distance. They also proposed in the same
breath that if Indra were to come to them they would
make him their friend and would also make him owner
of their cows. Sarama however, replied that 'Indra, as
the messenger of whom she had come from such a
distance, was indomitable and that therefore he could
not be subdued to accept their proposal of compromise
going against his determination to recover all the cows
they had kept concealed. Even deep streams of water
were not capable of drawing him. If they went against
his wish, they would lie dead forever.”"

But, undeterred, the Panis told her that the cows
in search of whom she had come from such long
distance at the heaven, could not be rescued without
tighting and that their own weapons were too sharp to
succeed against.*™"

Sarama replied them with the rebuke that their
words betrayed their un soldierliness while their bodies
were not capable of with standmg the attack of
arrows”’ as they were full of sins. The path leading to
them was anyway difficult to follow, that would not
present any difficulty to Brhaspatiin reaching there.*"*"

29 d 92 o g TES ag'ﬁw ELEaG]

q d Efea Sadl TR &1 S 9UE: TS| FwaE:, 10-108-4
0 7eg:- 10-108-5
30 Sayana explain TET as GO = Helfedt your words are not
equal to armies, i.e. your words are not to be feared', ST=S=T:, he
explains TSI A Hee] TEHATRH let them not be equal to arrows
through your absence of prowers. HIFUMSH on Rigveda, 10.108.
302 1 9 U HWW G T |

TS T T ST TeT FEEd 31 A JoA| | e 10-108-6
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To this, the Panis replied that the wealth secured
in the mountain is composed of cows, horses and
precious gems: the Panis protect it who are good
watchers; thou hast come to this lonely>” spot in vain.

Sarama's reply to that challenge was that she
was fully confident that seers like Ayasya, Angirasas
and Navagvas’ had already reached the place,
however secret, at least under the effect of Soma and
had taken a share of the cows from that place of hiding
and the Panis would have to accept the veracity of the
statement. At this stage, trying to tempt her, the Panis
told her that she had understandably approached them
under the strict order of the divine power and by no
means on her own accord. As such, they offered to own
her as their sister, promising to give her a share of the
cows and su§gested that she, therefore, should not go
back Indra®”. Sarama replied that she herself knew
neither of brotherhood nor of sisterhood and that all
this was known tolndra and the Angirasas. She told
them and suggested them to better move away from
the spot. Stressing the same point further, she asked
them to go away so that cows might move lowing as
per the law of creation as they has already been
discovered by Brhaspati, Soma, pressing stones and
enlightened seers.”"

It is apparent from the dialogue that the story
underlying it cannot be treated as realistic. Indra cannot

3% Sayana explains Zfgd TM: FeqEHMH, (%&H) resounding with the
lowing of the oxen. HIEUMIEH. on the word & Rigveda, 10-108-7
% Navagvas: members of a mythological family, forming a
division of the Angirases or closely connected with them.

Griffith T.H, Hymns of the Rigveda, p. 551
305 @ 9 & 9 Rl slaTruaT g4 aam

EER &1 FUT A G Y o 6 G| | 591,10.108.9
%% Rigveda 10 108.11
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be taken as a person having cows liable to theft etc.
Panis also cannot be taken as a clan of humanbeings
being in the need of cows. Sarama, as a bitch, coming
from the heaven down to the earth with themessage of
Indra is also not probable in any genuine sense. In view
of these awkwardness involved in the realistic
explanation of the story, some other way out has to be
detected for its understanding.

The story cannot be treated as a concoction of the
mind of the seer, whosoever, no matter she be Sarama
herself, who traditionally is regarded as the seer of it.
Had it, been so, the story should not have been referred
to anywhere else in the Samhita at least in those
portions of it which have been supposed to be earlier
than one in which the hymn is located. It is relevant to
point out here that the first and the tenth mandala of
the Samhita have been regarded as latest additions to it
while the mandalas second to seventh have been
treated as the earliest ones. In the tenth mandala also,
the latter half of it, in which the hymn in question is
located, has by all means been considered as the latest
additions. As against this textual position, the story of
Sarama and Panis has been referred to in such early
mandalas as the second and the third. These references
obviously certify the deep-rootedness of the motif in
the mind of the Vedic seer.

The mantra seen by Grtsamada in the second
mandala, states that seers moved around constantly in
search of some wealth of highest value and found it in
the course of time as hided in the cave of Panis what
they found out, however, was not cows but truth as
discerned out of falsehood. Interestingly enough, in this
mantra there is no reference at all to Indra and his
cows, much less to Sarama, notwithstanding clear
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mention of Panis and their cave.” Most celebrated
seers of the Vedic age, Visvamitra (and his family)
starts his account with the great difficulty involved in
breaking the blocks of stone in the mountain which,
according to him, were pierced through by wise seers,
seven in number. In this difficult task the means they
applied in breaking the blocks of stone was not
anything else not their mind. In this way, the seer
observes, they found out the whole path leading to Rta,
the principle of universal order, since they had set out
in the discovery of path, as also of the cows with full
prior knowledge of them.’”® We find a large number of
mantras’” of spiritual illumination and manifestation
of the sacred world. In view of the above details, we are
now in a beter position to understand the symbolism
involved in the Sarami pani dialogue. In this dialogue,
cow stands for the Vedic wisdom embodied in mantras.
She has been chosen to symbolise this wisdom
particularly on account of the latter's nourishing
quality. Just as cow’s milk is the best nourishment for
the human body, even so Vedic wisdom is capable of
providing the best nourishing food to the human mind.

The Rigveda (10.14.10-12) goes on to identify
Sarama's children, the Sarameyas with Yama, the god
of death, an association reflected in the later
Mahabharat story of Yudhishthira's ascent to heaven.
The Sarameyas were ferocious, with four eyes each,
who looked on men and guarded the path to Yamaloka.
The Atharva veda (VIII.1.9) calls the Sarameyas

%7 Rigveda 11.24.6.

% Rigveda, III. 31.5

% Rigveda: 3.31.6, 1.164.41, 3.55.1, 10.71.1, 10.71.3. 10.71.5, 5.45.1,
5.45.6,5.45.7,1.164.39
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Shyama (the dark one) and shabala (spotted), the later
term also used in the Rigveda.

Sarama also symbolized Ushas, the dawn, while
the cows were the rays of the Sun that had been carried
away by the night.
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The concept of pratibha in Sanskrit Poetics:
A brief study
Dr. Pratim Bhattacharya

From the very beginning of literary works poetry
has been treated as the essence of human emotions.
Almost all works of early literature are found in the
form of poetry. Poetry is the sole subject-matter of
Sanskrit Poetics. Any kavikrti or kavikarma, even be it
a drama or a prose, has been ascribed with the title
‘kavya in Sanskrit Poetics. The proficient critics of
Sanskrit Literature have devoted their spirits in
recognizing and establishing the causal factors that are
responsible for a poetic composition. Sanskrit
rhetoricians by and large have suggested three cardinal
causes for any poetic creation — pratibha, vyutpatti and
abhyasa.

Pratibha or poetic genius has been regarded as
the supreme causal factor of poetic creation from the
very advent of Sanskrit Poetics. The word pratibha
derivatively stands for lustre (dipt)), knowledge
(jnana), intellect (buddhi) etc.

Bharata, the father-figure of Sanskrit Poetics, has
admitted pratibha as an integrated mental state of a
poet. This mental state is transferred into the
connoisseur when he watches a play being staged.
Abhinavagupta, in his commentary on Natyasastra,
Abhinavabharati, has described the salient features of
pratibha. He opines that pratibha is an extra-ordinary
intellect which prevails in human mind as an
impression from previous births.
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Bhamaha also emphasizes the supreme necessity
of genius in poetry and he describes it as a poetic gift
(satkavitva). He distinguishes scriptures from poetic
works and maintains that a poetic creation can only
originate from poetic gemus

Dandin has accepted pratibha as one of the
essential causes of poetic creation. This wonderful
pratibha, he opines, is the continuous flow of latent
impressions (vasanas) borne from previous births?.

Vamana includes pratibha in miscellaneous or
‘prakirna’ kavyangas'. He describes it as a seed (vija) of
poetic excellence and defines it as an innate impression
acquired from previous births. Without the presence of
pratibha poetry becomes absurd’.

Rudrata defines sakti or pratibha as a power by
means of which various novel ideas and appropriate
words with authentic meanings spontaneously appear
in the concentrated mind of the poet*. The presence of
this poetic faculty helps a poet to present his thoughts
through suitable expressions without feeling any
hindrance. Rudrata opines that pratibha can be divided
into two categories — sahaja or natural and utpadya or
acquired. Sahaja pratibha is inborn and considered to
be better than wufpadya which is subsequently attained
through vyutpattiand abhyasa.

Anandavardhana has given cardinal emphasis
on sakti or pratibha in the process of poetic creation. A
flaw occurring from the lack of sakti in a kavya, he
asserts, can be noticed immediately by the critics.
Abhinavagupta, in his commentary on Dhvanyaloka
titled Locana, has defined sakti or pratibha as a power
which assists the 5poet in expressing his desired idea in
a unique manner’. Elsewhere, Abhinavagupta defines
pratibha as ‘aptavavastunirmanaksama prajnd or an
intellect capable of producing novel ideas and
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expressions. The distinguishing characteristic feature of
pratibha, he further adds, is the capacity to produce
poetry comprising of passion, clarity and beauty®. The
mention of ‘apirvavastunirmanaksamatva' as a salient
feature of pratibha is also in acquaintance with a very
popular definition of pratibha attributed to Bhattatauta,
Abhmavagupta s preceptor and the author of Kavya-
kautuka— “prajna navanavanmesasalini pratibha
matd’. In the doctrines of Anandavardhana, we find
another  characteristic =~ feature associated with
pratibha—'ayatnasiddhatva . It stands for the capacity
to generate effortless and spontaneous poetic
expressions in the mind of a poet. Anandavardhana
has described this aspect of pratibha as blessing of
Goddess Sarasvati.

Rajasekhara has accepted pratibha as a
constituent part of sakti He defines pratibha as a
faculty by means of which sound, sense, figures of
speech, poetic expressions like vakrokti etc and other
similar poetical elements reveal themselves in the
poet’s mind’. This poetic faculty, he continues, is of two
categories — Kkarayitri or creative and bhavayitri or
appreciative. The karayitri pratibha is attributed to the
poet as it helps him to impart suitable poetic elements
in his work. This Kkarayitri pratibha, Ra]asekhara
continues, is divided into three types, viz, sahaja
(inborn poetic intuition), aharya (impressions gathered
from the present birth) and aupadesiki (intellect
acquired by advices from the preceptor or by spiritual
rituals). The bhavayitri pratibha is beneficent to the
critic and connoisseur of poetic art. It helps him to
comprehend the efforts and intentions of the poet and
thereby renders the poetic creation fruitful. The poetic
faculty or pratibha, according to Rajasekhra, is a divine
insight characteristic to great poets. A general poet,
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even at a state of awakening, is like a blind man, while
the Goddess of speech reveals wonderful sound and
sense to the great poet even when he is asleep. Poets,
who are devoid of their worldly eyesight, have been
heard to compose great poetlc creations with the
assistance of this divine insight®.

Kuntaka maintains that all margas or styles of
composition depend on the poetic intuition or pratibha
for their proper development. Even an ordinary poetic
expression can flourish into an extra —ordinary one
with the touch of poetic faculty’. Kuntaka defines
Pratibha as a power which arises from 1mpress1ons
acquired from previous and present births'’

Mahimabhatta opines that worldly objects
generate amazing beauty through the observation with
poetic genius which is not possible if beheld with
normal eyesight. He describes pratibha as an
intellectual insight of a poet who is contemplative of
the various poetic elements such as rasa, guna, sabda,
artha etc. This supernatural poetic intuition helps the
poet to visualize the matters of the three times (z‘nka]a)
and thus is comparable to the third eye of Lord Siva'’

Mammata, following the foot-steps of hls
predecessor Vamana, has regarded pratibha as co-joint
causal factor of poetry and has also described it as the
seed of poetry. Hemcandra has defined pratibha in
accordance to his predecessor Abhinavagupta.
Panditaraja Jagannatha has mentioned poetic genius as
the sole causal factor of poetic creation and defines it as
the faculty of presenting any spec1men of poetic art in
quite suitable words and sense’>. He describes
pratibhatva or imaginativeness as a determinant of the
cause of poetry (kavyakaranatavacchedaka) and it can
be regarded as an accomplished species (siddha jati).
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Pratibhatva can be otherwise defined as a non-
analysable ultimate concept (akhanda upadhi).

The Sanskrit rhetoricians, by and large, have
described pratibha as an impression borne from
previous births or as an intellect acquired in the present
birth through the favour of gods or similar
supernatural help. It is a mystic power whereby a poet
visualizes both the inner and the outer beauty of
worldly objects and draws a vivid picture of this beauty
in apt words and expressions. Genius or pratibha is
super-natural, spontaneous, rare and at the root of all
famous poetic creations.
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